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SEASONS, SOURCES, AND SIZES OF GULF SHRIMP 
By 
C, E, Peterson, Asst, Fishery Marketing Specialist* 
Division of Fishery Industries 


U, S, Fish and Wildlife Service 


Due to the great expansion of the shrimp industry in the Gulf of Mexico during the 
past six years there is considerable interest not only in when and where Gulf shrimp are 
produced, but also in the sizes landed at different seasons of the year, 


In 1936, the total production of shrimp in the four Gulf States--Alabama, Mississippi, 
Louisiana, and Texas--amounted to 82,754,000 pounds, By 1940, this had climbed to 126,896,000 
pounds, an increase of over 53 percent in five years, In 1940, Louisiana waters produced 
98,986,000 pounds of shrimp, or 65 percent of the totalproduction in the United States and 
Alaska, 


Table I - Shrimp Production in United States and Alaska, 1936 = 1940 














State 1940 1939 1938 1937 1936 

Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. 
Alabama 41565 300 2,124,000 3,643,500 egrte: Boo 1,868,700 

Louisiana 98,986,000 ee 81,378,900 » 780,900 53,42, 
Mississippi 8,565,600 5,675, 9,902,400 23,558,000 17,493,100 
Texas 14,779,200 11,173,000 16,364,700 16,904,800 9,962,500 
Total ...sescecsecceccesseee 126,896,100 119,585,300 111,289,500 112,347,500 82,754,100 

Florida 8, 368, 500 8,781, 800 10,142, 600 14,037,400 20,724, 

Georgia 9,335,500 10,801,800 10,425,700 9,503,900 9,714, 
North Carolina or 4,811,200 4,569,100 4,184,000 3. 5,000 
South Carolina 1,784,000 4,089, 500 3,722,800 1,200,700 1,100,800 
Other 2,122,400 2,180,400 2,951, 300 2,174,500 _3,452,400 
Grand Total .....cs0ce: wesee 152,663,000 150,250,000 143,101,000 143,448,000 121,562,000 





For nearly three years, daily information on the production of shrimp in the more in- 
portant Gulf ports has been collected by the New Orleans office of the Fishery Market News 
Service, a section in the Fish and Wildlife Service's Division of Fishery Industries, The 
data has been published in mimeographed daily Fishery Products reports and in monthly and 
annual summaries, Tables II, III, and IV show a monthly index of the production of shrimp 
expressed for each of these ports or areas in percentages of its greatest monthly volume, 
For each area, the month in which the largest landings were made has been given a value of 
100, Production in this area during the remaining months of the year have been expressed in 
percentages of the largest month or 100, The relative volume of each month's landings is im- 
mediately ascertainable by noting the relation of its index number to 100, The nearer the 
index number is to 100, the greater the available supply, Shrimp used for canning, and 
those used for other purposes--mainly marketing fresh, frozen, or cooked and peeled, but 
not for drying--as well as the total of both categories are shown in the tables for 1942 
and 1941, 


An understanding of the size of shrimp usually available at any given time in any lo- 
cality necessitates some knowledge of the life history of the shrimp, In the Gulf of Mexico, 
the common shrimp spawns generally in outside waters from March or earlier to September, 
The young shrimp are carried into the small bays and bayous of the Gulf by the currents, Here 
they grow very rapidly, some usually reaching commercial size in June or July, As the waters 
grow colder, in the fall there is a distinct outward movement of shrimp, with the larger 
individuals migrating first, During the winter, very little growth occurs, As a result, 
during this period, the large shrimp are practically all in the offshore waters, with only 
small shrimp to be found in the bays and along the beaches, With the approach of spring, 
the small shrimp resume their rapid growth, and spawning occurs, The old shrimp gradually 
disappear during the latter part of the summer and fall to be replaced by the new season's 
crop, 

*At present, as Assoc. Marketing Specialist, on a War Transfer to Quartermaster Market Center, War Dept. 
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As a result of these migrations from inshore to offshore waters, the size of shrimp 
caught in any area during a given period is largely dependent on the location of the grounds 
customarily fished by fishermen at the time, In the discussion of each of the more important 
areas that follows, the "count" or size of shrimp refers to the number of shrimp, with the 
heads removed, per pound, 


Port Lavaca, Texas,--In Port Lavaca, most of the fishing craft are small shallow-draft 
boats, ideally suited for fishing the waters of Matagorda Bay, but unable to fish in the 
open Gulf except in very good weather, At the present time, inside waters in Texas are 
closed to shrimp fishing from July 15 to August 31 and from December 15 to March 1, This 
tends to concentrate most of the fishery during the late spring and the fall months, During 
the fall season, beginning in September, the shrimp usually tend to be 33 count and smaller, 
with the size gradually increasing as the season progresses, By October, they will generally 
reach 25 count, and even larger, At the beginning of the spring season, the shrimp are 
usually 25 count and larger, The proportion of large shrimp declines when the new crop of 
emall shrimp enters the fishery in June, Practically all shrimp taken in this section are 
frozen as soon as landed, 


Galveston, Texas,--In Galveston, one finds both the larger and smaller type boats, so 
shrimp are landed there in considerable quantities even during the closed season in inside 
waters as the larger boats can fish out in the Gulf, Generally speaking, during the two 
inshore closed seasons previously mentioned, only 25 and under count shrimp are produced 
in Galveston, But from March to early in July and from September to November, a considerable 
portion of smaller shrimp is landed, with the sizes of the smaller shrimp running about the 
same as in Port Lavaca at the same time, Practically all landings of shrimp at Galveston 
are frozen, 
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Morgan City, La, area,--In Morgan City, nearly all of the production comes from the 
large boats fishing the offshore grounds, As a result, 25 and under count shrimp are landed 
the year around, During August, September, and October, a small percentage of small shrimp 
is landed by smaller boats fishing the inshore waters, Tables II and III show that in 1940, 
July was credited with the largest production, but that in 1941 there was little production 
during that month, This difference wes caused by a change in the State laws under which no 
fishing except for the local market was permitted during 1941. At the present time, Louisiana 
laws prescribe a closed season for all waters inside the 3-fathom (18 foot) curve between 
March 16 and May 15 and June 26 and August 15, As the fishery in Morgan City is principally 
in offshore waters, it appears that these regulations will have little effect on landings 
in thet port, Although most of the Morgan City landings are packed headless and shipped 
fresh or frozen to Northern markets, a small percentage is canned, 





Houma, La, area,--In the vicinity of Houma, most of the boats are amall and particularly 
adapted to fishing in shallow bays and bayous, with only a few of the larger boats being 
capable of fishing in the open Gulf except in good weather, Under present regulations, 
the latter part of May and most of June make up the spring season in this area, The fall 
season begins the middle of August, with production usually tapering off during the winter, 
During the fall season, the shrimp taken are rather mixed in size, with smaller sizes pre- 
dominating early in the season and larger sizes prevailing during October, In December and 
January, when most of the larger shrimp have moved into deeper water, the greater part of 
the shrimp taken are 50 count or smaller, During the spring season, 30 and under count 
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shrimp are usually taken through the first part of June, after which most of the shrimp 


tend to be much smaller, due to the influx of a new crop small shrimp, 


the production in this area is canned, 


Table II - Monthly Index of Production of Shrimp (other than for drying) in the More Important 
Producing Areas of the Gulf States - 1940 
(Expressed for each area in percen 
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The major part of 






































Item Proa@uc- — Percentage of largest month's landings 
tion _ Jan. Feb. Mar. [Apr. June|July Aug. Sept.| Oct. Nov. Dec. | A 

1940 Bbls. Bbls. 

FOR CANNING 
Mobile & Bayou Labatre| 11,013/ 3,199} - - -| - - -| - 58 10/% 6% mlz 
Biloxi 14,994 509 16-1 6) 2 2 =| - “« “Rie fo 77s 
New Orleans area 102,6 35.80/22 2- -| 7 4 2] = § 10010 4 4 24 
Houma, Chauvin & Dulac| 39,592] 11,557 | 4 3 ° 5 4 UU! - 2 91 }100 1 a5) 
Morgan City area - - ~ - ~ - - - - - - ~ - - - 
Galveston area - - - - ~ - -«- - - - - - ~ 

+E Eapon Labs 6 
Mobile ou Labatre 2351 2,019 |} 19 43 - - 5 1l 30 1 | 100 3 
Biloxi 36°85) 8.757 |}10 10 ala 38 33 17 8 57 |100 & a ead 
New Orleans area 40,796 10.30 15 12 2 | 51 100 1219 MIis'ws Bim 
Houma, Chanvin & Dulac} 12, 6, = = 19 a4 YOO 27 6 a) 2: 34 
Morgan City area 67,980 | 8,699 | 27 6 & | 78 “98 94] 100 36 HL] 82 39 48 | & 
Galveston area 3.783 | 7.146] 5 * 151/27 2% B| 12 a 62)100 19 52] 30 

TOTAL 
Mobile & Bayou Labatre | 18,364 5,001 | 8 17 -| - 2 2 4 49 88 }100 - 45 | 31 
Biloxi 53,051 | 13.70% | 8 7 16/144 B&B 2] 1 5§ 45 |100 43 33 
New Orleans area 143,4 39.534| 6 3 7/20 32 0 3 53 100/951 18 19 | 30 
Houma, Chauvin & Dulac 22,218 11,663 | 4 F 4133 6 2 3 2 $92}]100 18 2% | 37 
Morgan City area 67.9 8,699 | 27 & | 78 98 94] 100 3% ji /B2 39 48 | & 
Galveston area 5.73.1 734615. °* B6B1f7.83 2B 2 2 621200 19 52 | 30 

















New Orleans, La, area,--In this area, which comprises that part of Louisiana south 
of and including New Orleans, and east of and including Golden Meadows and Grand Isle, most 
of the shrimp boats are small, but there is also a considerable number of larger boats, 
Because the two types of boats fish different waters, the sizes of shrimp landed generally 
are dependent on the grounds fished, Usually there are several sizes available at all times, 


Table III - Monthly Index of Production of Shrimp (other than for drying) in the More Important 


(Expressed for each area in percentages of its greatest monthly volume. ) 





Producing Areas of the Gulf States - 1941 









































Sai Baha yor mt Percentage of largest month's landings 
tion Jan. Feb. Mar.|Apr. May June|July Aug. Sept.| Oct. Nov. Dec.| Avg. 

1941 Bols. Bols. 

FOR CANNING saetries Spe 
Mobile & Bayou Labatre | 11,712| 3,206| 5 - -| - - -| - 7 8/100 78 8} & 
Biloxi 36,337 111,001 | 16 13 os = 1 2! - 3B: 8) 2210. 213 
New Orleans area 4.535 127,056}11 5 -| © 12 aft - & 51/100 “55 19] 35 
Houma, Chauvin & Dulac | 43,773 96342 62 3 *| - 4 5] - 10 &)°9' H % a 
Morgan City area 2,523 7 - - - - - - - 87] 91 100 44 
Galveston area - - ~ - - - - ~ - ~ - - ~ - 
Port Lavaca area - - ~ - - - - - - - - = - ~ 
OTHER PURPOSES 
Mobile & Bayou Labatre | 19,402] 5,230 3 if i 3 BS 3 2 Sie. Pai 
Biloxi 30,539 | 7.493] 35 2B 11/35 50 #4) 6 7 22/10 & 2% 34 
New Orleans area 47.772 10.994 a % 57 4) 9 & 43 100: hone | 
Houma, Chauvin & Dulac | 5,5 .; 7 UY eT oe oe - B “—— © 2S 
Morgan City area 51,798 | 8,009 | 72 42 16|37 958 &] 10 3 2%)100 8 7} 54 
Galveston area 22,007 4.695 /11 4 2] 5 48 53} 47 8 7|-88 73 100} 39 
Port Lavaca srea 17,378 | 5,09 | 5 5 -| - 56 33] 16 - 8/10 41 -/| 43 

TOTAL 
Mobile & Bayou Labatre | 31,11 8,436 | 4 le 1 1 33} 18 10 66/100 60 | 34 
Biloxi 3 66,876 | 17,608 2 18 6/21 2 39] 3 11 36510 i 41 | 32 
New Orleans area 132,307 |37,640 | 18 11 2| 7 #17 #144 3 54 5O|I00 57 DID 
Houma, Chauvin & Dulac | 49,357} 9.771} 63 34 * | 3 2B 17) -100 59| % RB 37 | 50 
Morgan City area 54,321 | 8,722} 6 38 4] 34 90 741 9° 3 32)100 77 | 52 
Galveston area 22,007] 4.695111 4 2] 5 48 53 4] 2 7| 88 73 100 | 39 
Port Lavaca area 17,37 5,091 5 5 - - © - & 100 41 - | 43 





“Less than $ of 1% 


Note.--Based on landings 


reported in New Orleans daily Fishery Market News reports. 
"heads on", weighs 210 pounds -- “heads off" 12 pounds. 


A barrel of shrimp, 
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However, the shrimp tend to be small (50 count or smaller) during August with the predominant 
size increasing to about 30 count by October, During December, this usually decreases to 
50 count or smaller although 25 and 30 count shrimp are also being caught, During April and 
May, the size again increases with the majority of shrimp reaching 25 to 28 count or even 
larger, During the latter part of June, the proportion of smaller shrimp begins to increase 
again, About two-thirds of the shrimp in this area is canned, the balance being sold fresh, 
frozen, or cooked and peeled, 


Biloxi, Miss,--In Biloxi, the shrimp boats are larger than those in most other sections 
of the Gulf, Although they are about the same length, they have less draft than those used 
in the Morgan City section, and can, therefore, be used in the shallower water found in Lake 
Borgne and Chandeleur Sound, As a considerable number of them are also used for oystering, 
or laid up during the oyster season from December to May, the bulk of the production is 
during the fall months, During this time, the shrimp generally average 40 count and smaller 
at the opening of the season, They gradually increase in size until in October they average 
30 count, with many larger, Some smaller shrimp are taken during December and January, 
From then on until fall, the size is usually 28 count or larger, An increasing amount has 
been canned in recent years--28 percent in 1940, 54 percent in 1941, and 68 percent in 1942, 
The balance, mainly the larger sizes, is sold fresh, frozen, and cooked and peeled, 


Table IV - Monthly Index of Production of Shrimp (other than for drying) in the More Important 
Producing Areas of the Gulf States - 1942 


























(Expressed for each area in percentages of its greatest monthly volume. ) 
ltea weer be Largest Percentage of largest month's landings 
tion | ™5tb lyons Yeb. War.|Apr. Wey June|July Aug. Sept] Oct. Nov. Dec.| Avs. 

1942 Bols.|  Bbis. 

FOR CANNING 
Mobile & Bayou Labatre | 5,415 1534 5 ue eh -  «  « « 1-2 2 23D 
Biloxi oe 9,698 | 31 re 4 4 | ° 1 68 100 51] 32 
New Orleans area 95,0) 21,417 | 17 d 21 i Si 1 PP 100 “FO B| 37 
Houma, Chauvin & Dulac | 49,476 | 10,944 | 33 16 °/|15 34 3] 3- 67 9/100 35 24] 41 
Morgan City area 6,21 | 2,092}; 6 - -1|3 - -| = 10 34/100 17 92] 42 
Galveston area - ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ -| - ~ -| - - - - 
Port Lavaca area - - hee sa: ee a ee - | - ao 

OTHER PURPOSES 
Mobile & Bayou Labatre | 13,237 | 3.18/11 3 <-+j 1 16] 13 100 83] 68 79 38) 38 
Biloxi 14,8 2,779 | 45 13 16| 2B 82 33) & 2 69}100 64 57 | 45 
New Orleans area 34 1673) 4 #13 19|a 47 38| 22 46 63/100 41 50 | 40 
Houma, Chauvin & Dulac ? 1, i222 3 6 4)6. 2B 100|/°9 4 131] 30 
Morgan City area 64,609 | 10,756 | 55 11 381 72 4 67| 35 36 40)100 45 57 | 50 
Galveston area 1 Bo 5.2615 3 14/19 2 9152 15 Bi B 36| 2B 
Port Lavaca area 18, 549 | - - - 1/15 & DB - - 64/100 55 14] 49 

TOTAL 
Mobile & Bayou Labatre | 18,652 | 4,55 | 9 2 -|1 #3 #12) 9 100 92] 72 79 35} 38 
Biloxi 45.935 {11.463 |37 10 7/10 24 8| 6 ~3 60 iS 100 30 3 
New Orleans area 132,569 |29.164 |19 8 6117 27 2| 7 63 81/100 “62 35/13 
Houma, Chauvin & Dulac 954969 12,600 |31 15 1/14 33 Sil Gf 6/10 jn 3 
Morgan City area 70,820 |12,848 147 9 31/167 #37 56/29 32 39/10 “1 63 
Galveston area 17.815 5.2615 3 4/19 1 Z 52 15 Blo B® 3% | 2 
Port Lavaca area 18,876 | 5.499 | - - -{|15 6& - = {TO 55 4149 




















*Less than 4 of 1% 
Note.--Based on landings reported in New Orleans daily Fishery Market News reports. A barrel of shrimp, 
“heads on", weighs 210 pounds -- “heads off" 12 pounds. 


Mobile and Bayou Labatre, Ala,--In this area, the shrimp boats are usually of shallow 
draft, adapted to fishing inshore waters, As a result, most of the production occurs during 
the fall months, At the beginning of the fall season in August, the shrimp generally are 
small, averaging around 40 count, They grow quite rapidly, until by October, they usually 
average 25 count and larger, Smell shrimp again enter the catch in December, Normally, 
very little shrimping is done from then until May, at which time, 25 and under count shrimp 
are again predominant in the catch, A decreasing amount has been canned in recent years-- 
60 percent in 1940, 38 percent in 1941, and 29 percent in 1942, The balance is shipped 
fresh, frozen, or cooked and peeled, 


0-0-0 
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RECEIPTS OF FISHERY PRODUCTS AT CHICAGO, 1942 
By 


E, C, Hinsdale, Asst, Fishery Marketing Specialist 
Division of Fishery Industries 


U, S, Fish and Wildlife Service 


Despite the purchase and charter of fishing craft by the Navy and Army, and the loss 
of fishermen and shore personnel to our Armed Forces and war industries plants, Chicago, 
the most important consuming and distribution center for fishery products in the Great Lakes 
region, received 68,167,000 pounds of fresh and frozen fishery foods during 1942, an increase 
of 4 percent over 1941. Fresh-water fish increased 8 percent to 35,913,000 pounds; salt- 
water varieties 2 percent to 21,913,000 pounds; while shellfish declined 2 percent to 10,342,000 
pounds, as is indicated in Table I, 


Table I -- Receipts by Types of Fish -- 1942 and 1941 














Item Fresh-water fish | Salt-water fish | Shellfish, etc. Total 
Lbs. =| _% Lbs. |% | Lbs, | % | Lbs. =. 
1942 35,912,625 | 53 | 21,913,143 | 32 | 10,341,589] 15 | 68,197,357 | 100 
1941 33,398,681 | 51 | 21,564,339 | 33 | 10,606,141 | 16 | 65,569,161 | 100 
Change from 1941 + 2,513,944 | +8 | + 348,904/+2 | - 264,552] -2 |+2,598,196 | +4 





























During 1942, fresh and frozen fishery products were received from 36 States, Alaska, 
and 8 Canadian Provinces, Wisconsin was the leading producer of fresh-water fish for the 
Chicago market, shipping 8,596,000 pounds, or 24 percent of the fresh-water total, Wis- 
consin's shipments increased 7 percent over those received during 1941, with heavier ship- 
ments of carp, frozen lake trout, sheepshead, and suckers accounting for the gain, In second 
place, Michigan produced 7,849,000 pounds, or 22 percent of the fresh-water receipts, a 28 
percent increase over 1941, Massachusetts was the leading domestic shipper of salt-water 
fish with 8,013,000 pounds, representing 35 percent of the salt-water and 3 percent of the 
shellfish totals, However, 1942 receipts from Massachusetts declined 11 percent from 1941 
with a pronounced drop in the volume of frozen rosefish fillets the main factor, Louisiana 
was the most important Gulf State supplying Chicago, shipping shellfish totaling 4,696,000 
pounds or 45 percent of this classification's total, Heavier shipments of fresh and frozen 
shrimp resulted in a7 percent increase over 1941. Of the Canadian Provinces, British Columbia 
led with a total of 9,338,000 pounds, of which 7,845,000 pounds were taken by U, S, vessels, 
Receipts from British Columbia made up 43 percent of the salt-water total and increased 13 
percent over 1941, with fresh and frozen halibut contributing mainly to this gain, The ten 
States and two Provinces listed in Table II accounted for 88 percent of Chicago's receipts, 
They are: British Columbia, 14 percent; Wisconsin, 13 percent; Massachusetts and Michigan, 
12 percent each; Manitoba, 10 percent; Louisiana, 7 percent; Minnesota, 5 percent; and Iowa, 
New York, Ohio, Texas, and Washington, 3 percent each, 


During 1942, 103 classifications of fresh and frozen fishery products were received, 
consisting of 47 salt-water, 38 fresh-water, and 18 shellfish and miscellaneous items, Re- 
ceipts from domestic sources amounted to 47,694,000 pounds or 70 percent of the total, In- 
ported receipts, all from Canada, accounted for the remaining 30 percent, or 20,473,000 
pounds, 


Table III shows that more of Chicago's fishery supplies, 37 percent, arrived by motor 
truck than by either of the other methods of transportation used, Rail freight followed 
closely, carrying 35 percent, while rail express transported 28 percent, It is significant, 
in view of war restrictions, that the use of motor trucks in 1942, only declined 2 percent 
from 1941. Rail freight arrivals also declined approximately 2 percent from 1941, due princi- 
pally to a lesser use of this carrier for shipments from the Atlantic Coast. Counteracting 
the decline in truck and freight usage was a 23 percent increase in rail express shipments, 
influenced to a considerable extent by the trend toward a larger volume and quicker deliveries 
of fresh fish, Table III clearly indicates the trend of Canadian, or imported, shipments 
toward a greater use of the railroadswith express increasing 22 percent and freight 6 percent 
while truck shipments declined 26 percent, 


Well over one-halfof the truck shipments--64 percent--consisted of fresh-water varieties 
and 89 percent was from domestic sources, according to Table IV, Express shipments also 
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New York 
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Principal reason 


and frozen spiny 


+ 
+ + 


were mostly fresh-water fish and 70 percent originated in the United States, 
ments were more evenly divided with 49 percent salt-water varieties and equal amounts of 


imported and domestic origin. 


Table III ~- Rece 





ipts by Methods of Transpor tation -- 1242 and 1341 





Freight ship- 






































Iten Truck Express Freight Total 
Classifications: Lbs. % Lbs. | % Lbs. Zz Lbs. | _% 
All, 1942 24,937,202| 37 | 19,448,126] 28] 23,782,029 | 35 | 68,167,357 | 100 
1941 2%, 543,412| 39 | 15, 2497 24 | 24,163,292 | 37 | 65,569,161 | 100 
Change from 1941 - 66,20 | - 2 | +3,585,669|+23| - 381,262 |- 2 | +2,598,196/ + 4 
Fresh- » 1942 16,020,240] 45 | 13,787,226] 38] 6,105,159 | 17 | 35,912,625) 53 
cea ey at 16,986,109 | 51 | 10,624,102) 32 578.490 17 | 33,398,681 | 52 
Change from 1941 - 965,869 | - 6 | +3,163,124/+30| + 316, +5 | 42,513,944] +8 
Salt-water, 1942 5,659,108 | 2%] 4,672,449] 21| 11,581,586 | 53 | 21,913,143] 32 
shill 1941 pe 28 | 4,049,493] 19] 11,451,066 | 53 2.364, 39 | 33 
Change from 1941 - a -7 + 622,956] +1 . 130,520 = = HS 2 

° «> 1942 +27. 31 988,451} 10 ,095, 2341, 
ee oa as 5 24 1,188" 822 1l 6.92.75 ee 10,606,141} 1 
Change from 1941 + 764,331 |+31 | - 200,411|-17| - 828,472 |-12 | - 264,552/- 2 

Origin: 

, 1942 22, 313.9 47 | 13,563, 28 | 11,817,325 47,694,315 | 70 
pease ia ee oe 4b 13-2830 24 | 12,840,152 2b te Bo, 288 70 
Change from 1941 + 322,725 |} +1 | +2,522,129|+23 | -1,022,827 |- 8 | +1,822,027 | + 4 
I ,. 1 2 2,623,277 1 5, 885,061 vy] 11,964,704 58 2, 734042 30 
ese i941 3,552,212 3 4,821,521} 24 vy 58 696,873 | 30 
Change from 1941 = 928,935 |-26 | +1,063,540/+22] + G41, +6 + 776,169 | +4 

















*Includes catch taken by U. S. vessels and shipped through Canada to the United States in bond. 


The leading species during the year were fresh and frozen halibut, shrimp, and lake 


trout, 


Halibut, totaling 8,977,000 pounds, gained 7 percent and accounted for 13 percent 


of the total volume, Shrimp followed with 7,119,000 pounds, a gain of 1 percent, and accounted 


for 10 percent of the total receipts, 


percent, and made up 9 percent of the total volume, 


Fresh and frozen fishery products trends are clearly demonstrated in Table V, 


Lake trout totaled 6,417,000 pounds, a gain of 5 


Sig- 


nificant is the fact that receipts of blue pike from the eastern section of the Great Lakes 
Region increased 219 percent, indicating a specific demand and market for this species as 
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Table IV -- Receipts by Methods of Transportation -- 1942 den 
Item Truck Express Freight Total 
Classificati Lbs. to % “tts. Ths. 4 
ae oes 24.937 02 | Te | 19,4426 | Teo | 23,7809 68,167,357 | “100 
Fresh-water 16,020,240 | 64 | 13,787,2% | 71 | 6,105,159 | 26 | 35,912,625 53 
Sal t-water 5,659,108 | 23 | 4,672,449 | 24 | 11,581,586 | 49 | 2,913,143 32 
Shellfish, etc. 3,257,854 | 13 988,451 5 | 6,095,284 | 25 | 10,341,589 15 
Origin: 
Domestic 22,313,925 | 8 | 13,563,065 | 70 | 11,817,325 | 50 | 47,694,315 70 
Iaported* 2,623,277 | 11 | 5,885,062 | 30 | 11,964,704 | 50 | 2,473,042 30 
*Includes catch taken by U. S. vessels and shipped through Canada to the United States in bond. 


a replacement for less available varieties, 





The percentage changes are in contrast to last 





year when the trend was largely away from the fresh commodity and toward the frozen, During 
1942, nine frozen varieties showed a gain and nine showed a decline, Of the 23 fresh species 
listed, receipts of 16 increased while 7 declined, This definitely indicated the trend 
of the market toward a wider usage of fresh fishanda tendency to minimize the use of frozen 
items, except in the case of pickerel, sole fillets, mackerel, and whiting fillets which met 


with a fair degree of success in replacing frozen haddock fillets, salmon, and rosefish 
fillets, 














Table V -- Receipts Important cies -- 1942 
Species Percentage change from 1941 Species Percentage change from 1941 
Fresh Frozen Fresh Frozen 
Blue pike secssesese o ERD cvccccececere ° - Yellow perch ......00 © JL cccccecccece = 43 
Buffalofish .......- © & LL cccccccccccce ° - Yellow pike ......++- © + ZF] cccccccesce oe uhiae 
Op ee ee a a RUS hs eekgees baa - WOE B50 cdcincGocescke + G4 ceseee Fillets + 3 
Gaia Goss voecsstes sto BOs htovebaaesve « ee PO ere = D ceccoe Fillets = 11 
Lake herring ....+se- b Uiasestecmenceee + B ee Perey e & DH: .coccees poous  *e oe 
Lake trout .....-.++s © ovccsocnercens - 10 Mackerel .......+.++05 © DW ceccccccccee + & 
Pickerel (jacks) .... + 39 ess. sr ean +371 a ee * . ae abe Fillets - 18 
Semger coe ccccscccvece © D eeriscecccese a Beye PEEP Terre | o + FF  ecccccee coor 6 cL 
Smelt cocccscccccoce © & 7 ecccccccccccce - 40 Sole ccccccccccsscccce + 32 cecece Fillets +303 
ees Te 5 Wecshacsbvecstn - ra Pees - 14 ...... Fillets+ 33 
WIGING 58 5i05 552355 hy eee ei \: - 22 ERD 60a isc evcs es a @, BP eiavexe eee “a> 
Whitefish ......... Se Aee ee —s 








Also indicative of the fresh-fish trend is the fact that while frozen fishery products 
of all kinds amounted to 33 percent of the 1942 receipts, in 1941, frozen fish of all kinds 
amounted to 36 percent, This represents a decline of frozen fish in 1942 of close to a 
million pounds or approximately 5 percent, 


Each month in 1942, except July, was marked by the peak receipts of some classification 
of fishery products, Fresh-water species as a whole were most abundant in March, salt- 
water varieties in November, and shellfish, as well as all fishery products, in October, 
The relative volume for individual items may be quickly obtained from Table VI. 


There are no fixed standards in the Chicego Wholesale Market covering grades or weights 
of fishery products, The classifications and weights listed in Table VII represent those 
generally used by most dealers, Weights will vary to some extent during certain seasons 
depending upon the fatness of the fish, In all cases, irrespective-of weight, amall fish 
must meet size (legal length) requirements imposed by individual State fishing laws, 


(Tables VI and VII appear on pages 8 and 9, respectively, ) 


FUEL OIL REGULATIONS MADE MORE STRINGENT IN EASTERN STATES BY OPA 


Tightening the already stringent restrictions on the use of fuel oil by boats in the 
eastern shortage area, the Office of Price Administration on February 17 denied oil for 
non-essential commercial boating in the 17 Eastern States and the District of Columbia by 
Amendment 38 to Ration Order No, 11, effective February 23, As a result, fuel oil now 
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Table VI -- Monthly Index of Receipts of Certain Fishery Products Received 
at the Wholesale Market in Chicago, 1942 
(Expressed for each item in percentages of its greatest monthly volune. ) 
12 Largest Percentages of largest month's receipts ‘el 
Tten months mon th Jan, Feb. Mar.| Apr. oy June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.| Avg 
“YRESH- WATER FISH| Lbs. ‘Lbs. 
Blue pike 762,744), 344,000} - © | ® ; 5} 10 15 24] 48 100 15| 18 
Buffalofish 1,608,040] 204,253] 41 100 94] 73 68 63 72 53 £54] 62 50 | 66 
Bullheads 300, 318 Eee 4 “S 45136 10 8 mA 15 33/100 52 53] 35 
Carp 2,593,595 77 100) 45 64 511 6 53 58) 78 74 95 ed 
Ca: ° 16° 100 "oF 451 @ @& i3 
gg 1,257,570 ee 2 2 2%| 4 7 g ¢ 92 99] 78 82 100 bo 
txt | itees) Wen|% 3 21S 22S 2 shee B16 
hea se oe 
SO [gel Males sale 2 ft 2 ws 8 hig 
, oe 
mes 0h frozen ies 2} 492,496 |"98 77 100| 9 2% 2m 12. 1 ui - 8 4| 36 
Sheepshead 1,807,667 ae 15 2B “35| 30 100 66 31 of 22| 2 13 13 | 34 
SS mmm | mel aplew sta swe 4 ae: 22 
" ’ rozen ’ , e, pod = ba 
nen |! WLS 2 BIS Bane Be © gle 
e, Irozen ’ ’ - - - 
Whitefish : 2,047.1 348,373 | & 37 431 55 46 100; 9 65 94) 96 57 63 | & 
Yellow perch 2,320,520 279.092 | 74 56 9 & Jo 551 9 & 73} 100 50 74 |} 7O 
P 33 g 
en — 2,138, 270 290,734 | 47 4) 96_ 36 31) :33_—«100 72\ 72 55 _70 i 
resh- 
water fish 1 395+922, 625 3,763,030 | 79 79 100} 8 68 73] 6 64 75 4 87 81 | -8 
SALT-WATER FISH 
Cod fillets, frozen| 1,199,878 199,821 | 50 2 2! 33 30 «6770; 6 wD 100] 71 7 41 | 50 
Flounders & sole pgs 3574 52 76 |100 50 3 32 4 = 2 38 2 49 
" "£ ws i e x A = : 100 
maaan fillets, * 1,022,128 175,810} & 48 2] 61 50 100] 36 39 28; 41 57 32/4 
Halibut 14M lal tae | is) = [2 OF mole. i Ol 2 ve we toe 
Mackerel | ieee] “46m | 5 '3| 38 100 S135 52 30/90 37-138 
r 4 a 5 E - 
a ,» frozen 346,700 72,000} & 31 6] 1°” 23 7] 8 10 100) 422 BD 9% | 40 
ee 273,950| 83,88 |100 57 3/9 a 1 - - 113 5 12/2 
Fosefish fillets, 3,715,090 481,940 | 6 43 67j|100 6 163 99 2| 77 45 2 | & 
frozen 
Sablefish, poe 558,915 136,918 | 22 39 16/41 B ~| 4 28 9} 14 100 & | 34 
Salmon, a 506,311] 147,33) 2 4. Bi] - - M17 - 2B] 3 10 1H 
" , king (Gieot) 290,448] 119,70] - - -|] = 53 100143 22 12] 10 2 -|mn 
* , silver ; »722 “ e “ - “ -| 7 ) 9 78 9 5 
", " ,fvozen $821,115] 163,350] 68 60 34] - - -|12 Gl 12/100 92 & | 42 
Whiting fillets, fro. 085,510, 24,%0|/37 2% i2; 1 2 Sf32 my 38lio % fi [3 
“Scan 1,913,143 | 2,344,179 | 82 82 69] 47 63 93)75 8 73] 92 100 79 | 78 
SHELLFISH, ETC. 
Clams, hard 496,075 102,05 | 3 13 z 2 32 53/166 100 32 52 6M (19 1 
Lobsters 298,475 30,435 | 92 ee 8 72 100) 8% “72 79) 8 90 62 | 82 
nee Smee | Gar] lac | 33 46 9915 1 il. 's S| we BIS 
? ’ ’ 2 E - 3 5 72 100 
mp ’ ’ ’ 2 
" , frozen 4,576,952 431,372 | 54 6 42/11 48 3) 23 64 63/100 & 38 | 49 
Spiny lovster tails)  461,583| 136.650 |100 54 37/33 ma 161 8 7| 3 53 5 |2 
vt geuett fn0,342,589/1.474,621 | 60 40 50] 40 51 64138 47 63/200 & 6 [58 
Grand total, 1942 (63,167,357| 7.179.247 | 81 76 8&|70 67 82/67 6 6}100 94 82 
1941 {65,569,161 | 6,318,346 | 8 3 99 | 78 78 69 Re 100 6 
1940 7° 432,557 | 5.991.779 ra 84 | 8 4 78 a 61 82 | 100 z po & 
1939 }48,418,745 | 5,658,461 | 66 45 75 | 62 82 M&j61 58 73/10 93 77 I71 
*Less than 4 of one percent. 
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Table VII - Names Classifications, and Approximate Weights as Used in the Chicago Wholesale Market 
ket « 
Species CicieedPaetien Approximate weight Remarks’ 
- 4-410. 
Blue pike Pins § ~ 0 fish per 1d. Syeeess. 
Jumbo 8 lbs. and up 
Buffalofish i 4 = 8 lbs. Round. 
Medium 2 = 4 lbs. 
Bul lheads ees < Ne a Dressed and skinned. 
Jumbo 8 lbs. and up 
Carp #1 4 - 8 lbs. Round, some live. 
Medium 2 - 4 lbs. 
Lar - 4 1bs. and over 
Catfish #1 ” y's lbs. Dressed and skinned. 
Bluefin (Minnesota) 3 - 4 fish per lb. 
Lake herring Semuhes 4 = 7 fish per 1b. Round, drawn and dressed. 
Large 8 - 10 lbs. Drawn, prefer gills 
* les 4 = 8 lbs. removed. 
1 2 - 4 lbs. 
om hoe Fat (Ciscoettes) 4 - 15 lbs. 
Headless 9 - 10 lbs. and up Dressed. 
Halfbreed All sizes 
-_ Large 4 - 6 lbs. and over 
Pickerel Small 1} = 3 ibe. dound and dressed. 
Lake Erie ; 1b. 
Sauger Winnepeg - 3/4 1d. Round. 
Manitoba 4-1 1b. 
Soft meat 
Sheepshead Hard meat — rane Fy Round. 
Semi - 
Jumbo 6 - 7 fish or under per 1b. 
Smelt #1 7 - 10 fish per 1b. Round, some dressed. 
Small Over 10 fish per 1b. 
Suatite Jumbo 4 - 6 lbs. Drawn, some round, and 
. Others and small Under 4 lbs. dressed. 
Jumbo 4-5 lbs. and up 
Whitefish Medium-large 3 - 4 lbs. Drawn, some round. 
#1. 14 = 3 lbs. 
Native jumbo 2 - 3/4 1d. 
Canadian jumbo 3/4 1d. 
7 Native large Approximately 3 fish per 1b. 
Y 8 PT y P ‘ 
serenchane~s Canadian large Approximately 2 fish per 1b. wae 
Medium 4 fish per lb. 
Small Over 4 fish per 1b. 
Large 2 =- 4 lbs. 
Yellow pike #1 1% - 3 lbs. Drawn, some round. 
#1. hard - 3 lbs. 
#2 hard 1 - 2 lbs. 
Chicken Over 5 and under 10 lbs. 
Halibut Medium 10 = 60 lbs. Dressed. 
Large and whales Over 6 lbs. 
Jumbo 2 and under per 1b. 
Large 38 - 28 per 1b. 
’ Large-medium - 32 per lb. 
Shrimp Medium 32 a 38 per lb. Heads off. 
Small 38 - 45 per 1b. 
Very small Over 45 per 1b. 














*Round - Fish as landed. Drawn - Entrails only removed. Dressed - Entrails, head, and sometimes tail 
and other fins removed. 
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will be denied when a boat, whether used for private or commercial purposes, is engaged 
in pleasure cruising, sport fishing, guiding parties, and so forth, However, the owner 
will continue to receive fuel oil rations if the boat is used to obtain fish for food or 
sale, 


PROGRESS IN TECHNOLOGY--JANUARY 


The following items of interest heve been reported concerning activities of the Tech- 
nological Laboratories: 


College Park, Md,--Sample cans made of eight different types of chemically-treated 


steel are under test 4s containers for shucked oysters, A test shipment of oysters was 
made from Baltimore, Md,, to Louisville, Ky., and returned to College Park, 


Dehydration studies were conducted with carp and whiting, Cooking tests of a limited 
nature indicated a palatable dish can be prepared from either product, 


Several samples of marine plants were taken to two commercial firms to determine the 
effectiveness of certain equipment in preparing gels as agar substitutes, Bacteriological 
tests are being conducted to determine suitability of gels produced under pilot plant con- 
ditions, 


The kitchen staff tested fresh winter carp, frozen shark fillets, and frozen lake herring 
to determine suitable methods of preparation for the table, 


The canning technologists have prepared packs of soft clams, fish chowder, and New 
England clam chowder in cooperation with commercial canning firms for the tin substitute 
container project, On the same trip, information was gathered on possibilities of canning 
mussels in the New England area, A series of packs of hard clams were prepared at College 
Park, 


Seattle, Washington,.--Commercial packs of mackerel, sardines, yellowfin, and striped 
tuna were prepared on the tin substitute container project, 





Dehydration studies have been carried out with chum salmon, sole, and rock cod, Storage 
studies are now being carried out, 


About 50 samples of dogfish and soupfin shark livers were assayed for oil content and 
vitamin A potency, This series is a part of a project to determine the effect of physiology, 
environment and season on oil content and vitamin potency, and is being carried out in co- 
operation with the Washington State Fisheries Department, 


Ketchikan, Alaska,--Storage studies were continued on salmon fillets and steaks, Indi- 
vidual steaks glazed either in ice or mineral oil in addition to the cellophane wrapper 
showed superior keeping quality. 





Mayaguez, Puerto Rico,--Field demonstrations were conducted on a simple method for 
preserving fish nets, The method employed was a modification of the Conn technique for 
barking nets, 





Efforts were continued to locate fish by means of trawl and trap fishing. These tests 
are scheduled so that yearly production cycles can be determined for individual bays or 
straits, 


USE OF FLAX IN COMMERCIAL FISH NETS PERMITTED BY WPB 


Acting to direct the available supply of flax into military and the most essential 
civilian uses, the War Production Board imposed strict controls over both processing and 
sales of the fiber on February 13, Under the order (M-284,), raw flax, hackled flax, hack- 
ling machine tow, tossed flax and flax pullings (single or plied yarn or roving) can be 
used or sold only for incorporation into flax products for certain purposes, Among these 
are included fish nets, netting, webs and other fishing gear for commercial fishing uses 
only, 
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ESSENTIAL COMMERCIAL FISHING ACTIVITIES LISTED BY SELECTIVE SERVICE 


Occupational Bulletin No, 1¢ (amended February 20, 1943), was issued by Lewis B, Hershey, 
Director of the Selective Service System on February 20, and made effective, That part of 
the Bulletin pertaining mainly to commercial fishing follows: 





1, The War Manpower Commission has certified that Agricultural Services and Commercial 
Fishing are activities essential to the support of the war effort, 

2. This Bulletin covers the following essential activities: 

Agricultural Services and Commercial Fishing. 

3. The following list of occupations in agricultural services and commercial fishing 
are occupations requiring a reasonable degree of training, qualification, or skill 
to perform the duties involved, It is the purpose of this list to set forth the 
important occupations in agricultural services and commercial fishing which must 
be filled by persons capable of performing the duties involved, in order that the 
activities may maintain efficient production, This list is confined to those occu- 
pations which require six months or more of training and preparation, 

4. In classifying registrants employed in these activities, consideration should be 
given to the following: 

(a) The training, qualification, or skill required for the proper discharge of 
the duties involved in his occupation; 
(b>) the training, qualification, or skill of the registrant to engage in his 
occupation; and 
(c) the availability of persons with his qualifications or skill, or who can 
be trained to his qualification, to replace the registrant and the time in 
which such replacement can be made, 
CRITICAL OCCUPATIONS IN COMMERCIAL FISHING ONLY 
Accountant, Cost Engineer, Chief and Second, Fishing Vessel 
Bacteriologist Fisherman, All Around 
Biologist (This title covers fishermen who are by 
Captain, Fishing Vessel training and experience capable of per- 
Chemist forming all fishing operations or using 
Cook, Fishing Vessel one or several kinds. of fishing gear and 
Foreman, Pile Driver, Barge Operated who can perform requisite construction, 
(West Coast) repair, and maintenance of such gear, 
Foreman, Rigging Scow (West Coast) It does not include those workers per- 
Forewan, Webbing forming only one or a few of the lesser, 
Mate, Fishing Vessel routine tasks associated with various 
Mechanic, Maintenance fishing operations and does not include 
Oyster Culturist casual fishermen as such, ) 


Pile Driver Operator, Barge Operated 
Stationary Engineer 


FISHING LISTED AS ESSENTIAL ACTIVITY 


"A war job does not mean merely a job in aircraft or ships, ordnance, or armunition," 
Paul V, McNutt, Chairman of the War Manpower Commission, pointed out on February 10 in his 
comments regarding the list of non-deferable occupations and activities he recently issued, 


"People must be housed and clothed and fed in war-time as well as in peace," he said, 
Essential civilian activities are on an equal plane with basic war industries in our wer 


effort, 


Registrants engaging in such essential civilian activities as agriculture and fish- 


ing, food processing, mining, textiles, transportation, communications, heating, power, 
and educational services are equally protected with respect to occupational classification 
and dependency status as those engaged in basic war industries, 


The list of activities which Mr, McNutt has declared essential included Agriculture 
and Fishing and Processing of Food, 
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FLOATING EQUIPMENT TO BE RETURNED TO ALASKA SALMON INDUSTRY BY ARMY 


Assurance was received on February 4 by Harold L, Ickes, Coordinator of Fisheries, 
from Secretary of War Henry L, Stimson, that a large percentage of the floating equipment 
utilized by the Army will be returned to the Alaska salmon-fishing industry in ample time 
for seasonal operations, Secretary Stimson further stated that where it would be impossible 
to return such floating equipment, the War Department planned to loan similar equipment 
to the salmon industry. 


"This assurance," said the Coordinator, "will relieve one of the most pressing problems 
confronting the salmon industry, It is now up to the industry iteelf to proceed as rapidly 
as possible with plans in order to obtain a maximum pack of salmon in Alaska," 


About three-quarters of Alaska's total revenue is derived from its fisheries, and the 
bulk of this comes from the salmon pack, In 1942, & pack of 5,015,375 cases was put up 
as contribution to the nation's war food program, 60 percent of which was taken for military 
and Lend-Lease uses, A similar percentage probablywill be taken this year,when, with adequate 
labor and equipment, Alaska's fishing waters could yield as much as 6 to 63 million cases, 


The chief problem which has faced the salmon industry of the Territory has been the 
taking of tenders and other floating equipment by the war agencies, This, and the lack 
of adequate shipping facilities and labor would have heavily decreased the 1943 Bristol 
Bay pack and that along the Alaska Peninsula, These packs are largely red salmon, Twenty 
percent of last year's total pack was released on October 26 for civilian needs, The re- 
maining 20 percent was released on February 19, 


NEW COFFEE AND SUGAR RATIONING REGULATIONS FOR FISH CRAFT ISSUED BY OPA 


Temporary provisions to fit the sugar and coffee rationing regulations for restaurants, 
hotels and other "institutional" users--including fishing craft--into the new rationing 
program for institutions were taken on February 13 by the Office of Price Administration, 
The amendments are designated Amendment 39 to Rationing Order 3--Sugar Rationing Regula- 
tions--and Amendment 17 to Ration Order 12--Coffee Rationing Regulations, Both amend- 
ments took effect February 12, 


Instead of spplying to rationing boards for their next allotment (March allotment for 
coffee and March-April for sugar), institutional users will receive coffee and sugar al- 
lotments for March and April when they register between March 1 and 10 with their ration 
boards under the new general ration order, The forthcoming order - General Ration Order 
5-will apply to institutional users of all rationed food--processed goods as well as coffee 
and sugar, Allotment periods for institutional users of coffee will be lengthened from 
one to two months, OPA said, in order to make the coffee regulations conform to the sugar 
regulations and to General Ration Order 5, This will permit institutions to apply for coffee 
and sugar allotments at the same time, simplifying their work and lightening that of local 
boards, 


SEATTLE ASSOCIATION PROMOTES SCRAP DRIVE 


Following up pleas of the War Production Board and the Office of the Coordinator of 
Fisheries for the fishing industry to clean up its premises of all useless and dormant scrap 
metals, the Fisherman's Cooperative Association of Seattle sent out notices to some 700 
members of this salmon trollers' cooperative operating in Washington and Oregon, 


Arrangements were made to receive scrap metals atall of their stations and their Seattle 
office, Marked barrels were set up for this purpose, These fishermen, according to infor- 
mation received, are cooperating to a gratifying degree in returning old brass salmon spoons, 
stainless steel line, and other unusuable metal fishing gear, to the salvage program, It is 
believed that during the current salmon season a considerable quantity of scrap brass materials 
will be returned which was normally discarded at sea in previous years, 
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PROCESSED FISH MARGINS FIXED BY OPA 


Salted, dried, pickled,and otherwise processed fish (except smoked fish and seafood 
not canned) were placed under the fixed margin food regulations for wholesalers and retailers 
on February 16 by the Office of Price Administration, 


This action also sets March 20 as the final date by which wholesalers must file their 
maximum prices on processed fish with OPA, Retailers are not required to file their ceil- 
ings, : 


Under the amendments, No, 9 to Maximum Price Regulation 237 (Wholesale) and No, 10 to 
Maximum Price Regulation No, 238 (Retail), retailers and wholesalers, prior to any sale of 
the products covered on or after the effective date, February 20, must figure their maximum 
prices by applying specified margins to their net cost. If the net cost increases after 
the maximums have been figured, new ceilings may be computed, but no recalculations may be 
made after March 10, 


Retailers and wholesalers under the amendments must determine their ceiling prices on 
processed fish by multiplying their net cost by the figures indicated in the following tables; 


Retail Wholesale 
Class 1--Under $20,000 annual volume ... 1.27 Class 1--Retail-owned cooperative . 1,035 
Class 2--$20,000 to $50,000 annual 1.2 
volume 
Class 3--$50,000 to $250,000 annual .,,, 1,27 Class 2--Cash and carry ......ceee- Ll3 
volume 
Class 4--Chain under $250,000 annual .,. 1,21 
volume Class 3--Service and delivery ..... 1.19 


Class 5--Any retailer over $250,000 .... 1.21 
annual volume 


These wholesale and retail changes for vinegar-cured herring are made by simultaneously 
removing them from coverage under Maximum Price Regulation No, 255 (Permitted Increases for 
Wholesalers of Certain Foods) and Maximum Price Regulation No, 256 (Permitted Increases 
for Retailers of Certain Foods), On fish, previous price control was exercised by the General 
Maximum Price Regulation, 


Inclusion of the additional fish commodities under the regulation was made by changing 
the original term "canned fish" to "processed fish", The latter is defined as all canned fish 
and seafood and all salted, pickled, dried, and otherwise processed fishexcept smoked fish and 
smoked seafood not canned; excluded are all fresh or frozen fish and seafood, Gmoked fish, 
not in cans, was excluded from the regulation because it is a highly perishable product and 
accordingly the margin taken is considerably higher than those prevailing throughout the 
regulations, It will continue under the General Maximum Price Regulation with ceilings 
based on March 1942 prices, Salt lake herring is one of the products placed under the margin 
control regulations, Prices of this product at the processor's level were recently estab- 
lished by @ new regulation, By including wholesale and retail sales under margin control, 
OPA pointed out, danger of a squeeze at these levels has been removed, 


WPB TRANSPORTATION ORDER LIMITING TANK CAR USE PROBABLE FORERUNNER OF FUTURE RESTRICTIONS 


A new series of orders covering transportation, the first one designed to eliminate 
excessive hauling and transportation of less essential materials, was inaugurated by the 
War Production Board on January 31 with issuance by the Director General for Operations 
of General Transportation Order T-l1, While Order T-l relates only to steel tank cars and 
steel tank trucks, it sets up the framework by which any type of shipment can be regulated 
as the need may arise, 


The order applies only to shipments originating in the United States, It does not 
control imports, which are governed by General Imports Order M-63, The Chemicals Division 
is mainly concerned in the original order because the materials under the control of the 
War Production Board which move in tank cars come mainly under that Division, but the Food 
Administrator is expected to add other materials to the order, 
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Three types of controls are set up by Lists I, II, and III attached to the order, List 
I materials are zoned, Shipments may not be made beyond the prescribed areas without special 
authorization of the Director General for Operations, List II materials are those that 
must be reported by the 20th day of the month prior to the month in which they will be shipped, 
or 10 days before shipment, if not previously reported, Reported shipments may be made 
without authorization, but special directions may be issued by the Director General for 
Operations, limiting such shipments. 


List III materials are exempt from control unless they also appear in List I or List 
II, in which cese they are subject tothe restrictions governing these lists, Fishery products 
on List III include fish or sea animal oil, oil foots or sediment, and stearine, 


T-l1 applies only to shippers and not to carriers, bringing the order under the control 
of WPB, which has authority over distribution of materials, rather than the Office of Defense 
Transportation, which regulates the use of the railway and highway systems, Where ODT permits 
are required, they will be appended to permits required under the order, as a matter of 
convenience to the shipper, 


CIVILIAN CONSUMPTION OF FISH IN 1943 MAY DECREASE TO 9 LBS, PER CAPITA 


Unless necessary manpower is retained in the fishing industry and the Government is 
able to release more boats for fishing, the catch in 1943 is not expected to equal the rela- 
tively low catch in 1942, according to The National Food Situation's January issue, Present 
indications are that the total supply of fresh and frozen fish may be about 10 percent below 
the 1942 supply and the supply of cenned fish about 15 percent below, Government purchases 
for lend-lease and the military forces will continue to increase and may amount to about 
30 to 35 percent of the total production, The civilian supply of canned, fresh, and frozen 
fish may be the lowest on record (about 9 pounds per capita), This represents 68 percent of 
the per capita consumption in 1935-39, 63 percent of that in 1941, and 82 percent of that 
in 1942, 








Distribution of Food Supplies--Average 1935-39, 1941, Preliminary 1942, 
and Estimated 1943, Calendar Years 








Total Stocks end Total Apparent civilian 
Commodity and year supply of year disappear- consumption 
l/ 2/ ps per capita 
Mil, 1b, Mil, 1b, Mil. 1b, Lb, 
All Meats (dressed weight) 
BINT wcetectceeetesee eevee 17,050 562 16,488 126.3 
1941 6060 00666666000 060068 20 , 588 612 19,976 142.0 
1942 ectseee oseevcese a¥eees 22 ,652 652 22 ,000 140.6 
1943 wrrevryritey eee 26,352 7L,0 25,612 138.3 
Fish 
~ Fresh and frozen4/ 
DEE eheusdeccesseosbesges 1,323 108 1,215 9.0 
ME Uepeweceseas cokes ese 1,253 98 1,155 8.1 
BUS ebeszescorecoese veuee 1,138 80 1,058 7.3 
Canned 
ee coeeeeece 1,235 300 935 54 
nue. seconsene ves teseeeese 936 176 760 3.0 
Sa sabenmeceres nie tad Ae 805 151 654 1.8 
Chickens (dressed weight) 
SEE ccveveseccertdeevects 2,521 109 2,412 18.7 
Se Geeseeeenee cave eeeeee 2,863 141 2,702 20.2 
1942 CCecceccvcuveceeseces 3,280 149 3,131 22.8 
1943 9000000 000cteeeseeece 4,150 160 3,990 29.4 

















Vy Production, imports, and stocks at the beginning of the year. 1943 estimated production is based on 
average yields and the production programs and goals set by the Department of Agriculture. 
Stocks at the end of the year for 1942 and 1943 include commercial stocks and Government holdings. 
Exports (including lend-lease), shipments, supply for domestic consumption (including military) and 
other uses. 

4/ Statistics on fish for 1935-39 which are comparable to 1941 and 1942 are not available. The Fish and 
Wildlife Service estimates the average per capita consumption for that period at 13.3 pounds. 
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BOSTON TRAWLER CORMORANT COMMENDED FOR PRODUCTION 


The captain andcrewof the Boston fishing trawler CORMORANT received special recognition 
for their contribution to the nation's war food program on February 9, The recognition, 
for a recent exceptional production record, was contained in & telegram to Captain Cliff 
Vanamburg from Coordinator of Fisheries Harold L, Ickes, 


"Your outstanding catch," the Coordinator said in his message, "of more than 653,000 
pounds of fighting food in five trips from December 30 through January 28 deserves special 
recognition, The country should know about it, To you and each of the men in your crew 


I send my heartiest and most sincere commendations with encouragement to you and your men 
to continue this splendid work," 


The CORMORANT, built in Boston in 1928, is a 140-foot, 370-ton otter trawler, out- 
fitted for offshore groundfish operations, In 1941, the last year for which complete catch 
figures are available, the vessel brought in almost 34 million pounds of fish, Then, as 
for the current catch, the species landed were mainly pollock, heddock, cod, and "debs", 


"High liner" hailing catch figures have recently been an object of special attention 
by the Coordinator's Office, Some recent compilations indicate amazing individual records 
of production, according to Coordinator Ickes, On the basis of ‘year-round seasonal fishing, 
for example, one New England trawler, catching flounders, haddock, cod, hake, etc,, took 
391,000 pounds for each of the 17-man crew; one tuna clipper, with 15 men took 271,,000 pounds 
per fisherman; a small otter trawler (dragger), with 4 men, fishing flounders, took 225,000 
pounds per man; and one rosefish trawler, with a 9-man crew, took 337,000 pounds per man, 


Other records of highliners include a pilchard (and tuna) seiner which, in an 8-months 
season, took 1,170,000 pounds per man with a crew of 11; & mackerel seiner, with 12 men, 
which took 150,000 pounds per man in the same length season; a herring seiner, carrying 
8 men, which took 812,000 pounds per man in its 4 months operation; a salmon purse-seiner 
which, with 8 men took 104,000 pounds per man in 3 months; and a salmon gill-netter, each 
of whose 2-man crew, took 163,000 pounds in the 18 days of fishing permitted for the season 
in that particular area (Bristol Bay, Alaska), 


SPOONBILL FISHERY ON WHEELER RESERVOIR PROFITABLE ENTERPRISE 


Spoonbill fishermen on Wheeler Reservoir have begun to receive five cents eachfor 
spoonbill livers according to an item in the February issue of The Tennessee Conservation- 
ist, The liver of a 12-pound spoonbill weighs about five ounces, Fishermen get 20 cents 
per pound for all spoonbill that dress out at better than 10 pounds, and 15 cents per pound 
for fish that dress out less, The fish yield about 70 percent on dressing, 





SOFT AND HARD CLAMS OF THE ATLANTIC COAST OF THE UNITED STATES 


Among the commercial mollusks of the Atlantic Coast of North America, two species of 
clams occupy a position which is second in importance only to that occupied by the American 
oysters, according to V, L, Loosanoff, Service biologist, in Fishery Leaflet 13, entitled 
Soft and Hard Clams of the Atlantic Coast of the United States, These two mollusks are 
commonly known as the soft clam (Mya arenaria), and the hard clam (Venus mercenaria), The 
clam fisheries yield approximately 30million pounds of meat annually valued at nearly $3,000,000, 
Only about 10 percent of the total catch is supplied from privately leased areas, while 
the rest comes from uncultivated public bottoms, If proper methods of clam cultivation 
were practiced in all the areas suitable for clam culture, it is estimated that the annual 
production of clams of both species could easily be increased to 50 or 60 million pounds 
or perhaps more, and steady employment and a good income would be assured to many persons 
engaged in clam farming, 











Dr, Loosanoff reports further on the economic value, distribution and habitat, natural 
history, cultivation, sanitary control, and regulation of fisheries for both of the above 
species of clams, Fishery Leaflet No, 13 may be obtained free of charge by writing to the 
Office of Publications, U, S, Fish and Wildlife Service, Room X-7, Merchandise Mart, Chicago, 
Illinois, 
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Sectional Marketina Reviews 





FISHERIES OF WASHINGTON AND OREGON 


Deliveries of soupfin shark livers to Seattle during the month of January totaled 
83,900 pounds as compared with a total of 5,106 pounds during the same month a year ago, 
A tremendous increase in the number of fishing craft using soupfin gill nets has contrib- 
uted materially to the increased production during January, It is reported that a fleet 
of over 100 halibut boats, 15 sardine purse seiners and 50-75 salmon trollers are at present 
engaged in the soupfin shark fishery off the Washington and Oregon coasts, Nearly all of 
these craft use the shark set-net gear which has proven the most effective in this type 
of fishery, While there have been a few outstanding deliveries of soupfin shark livers 
to Seattle, yet the average as applied to most of the vessels engaged is very low, Prices 
paid for soupfin shark livers at Seattle during January increased from $3.25 per pound at 
the beginning of the month to $4.35 per pound at the end of the month, Deliveries of soup- 
fin shark livers to Seattle during1942 totaled 287,430 pounds as compared with 84,100 pounds 
during 1941 and 11,800 pounds during 1940. However, deliveries of dogfish livers during 
1942, which totaled 2,100,535 pounds, decreased 11 percent as compared with 1941 deliveries 
of 2,354,780 pounds, Increased fishing efforts for food fish accompanied by a reduction 
in prices paid the fishermen for dogfish livers contributed to the lighter receipts of these 
livers during 1942. 


During the week ending February 13 dressed soupfin shark again was the most important 
species of fish received at Seattle and accounted for 41 percent of the total fresh re- 
ceipts, Fishermen received from 1s to 9-1/8 cents per pound for soupfin shark sold over 
the Seattle Fish Exchange, Most of the soupfin shark are being filleted and marketed in 
California, There has been no attempt as yet to market this product in Seattle, although 
it is reported that considerable quantities have been shipped to Portland, Oregon, A sample 
shipment of dressed fish was marketed in New York, selling at 16 cents per pound, 


Prices paid for "lingcod" and rockfishes over the halibut exchange continued to re- 
main unusually high, with fishermen receiving asmuch as 22% cents per pound for these species, 
Small deliveries of fresh troll-caught king salmon have also brought the fishermen abnormal 
prices of 39 to 42 cents per pound, 


On February 15 the International Fisheries Commission announced that the 1943 halibut 
season will open at midnight, April 15, It was also announced that the total quota of halibut 
has been increased 1 million pounds, which will permit 50 million pounds of halibut to be 
taken during 1943. Seven hundred thousand pounds of the increase will come fran Area III 
with the balance from Area II, Copies of the 1943 regulations are available from the office 
of the International Fisheries Commission, University of Washington, Seattle, Washington, 


Fresh Fish Trade 





THREE PORTS LANDINGS DROP SHARPLY DURING DECEMBER 


Fishing vessels delivering their catches during December to the ports of Boston and 
Gloucester, Massachusetts, and Portland, Maine, landed 12,388,970 pounds of fishery products, 
valued at $1,034,453, according to Current Fishery Statistics No, 50, released by the U. S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, This was a decrease of 56 percent in the volume landed as compared 
with December 1941, and 48 percent compared with November 194,2--declines of about 16 million 
and 114 million pounds, respectively, Considering the landings by ports, 7,494,579 pounds 
valued at $719,679 were landed at Boston; 4,124,681 pounds, valued at $276,729, at Gloucester; 
and 769,710 pounds, valued at $38,045, at Portland, Boston landings consisted mainly of 
haddock and pollock; Gloucester, pollock and rosefish; and Portland, rosefish, 


During the month, 174 vessels made 577 trips to the fishing grounds compared with 246 
vessels making 80), trips during December a year ago, The over-all weighted average price 
per pound received by the fishermen for the catch was8,.35 cents as compared with 6,42 during 
November and 4,23 during December 1941. Items for which fishermen received unusually high 
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prices were cod, 10,55 cents; haddock, 11,14 cents; halibut, 42.20 cents; rosefish, 4.34 
cents; and scallop meats, 49.53 cents per pound, Prices received during December were in 
most cases nearly double those received during the same month in 1941, 


Total of landings at the three ports during 1942 amounted to 372,967,905 pounds, valued 
at $19,312,523. This was a decline of 21 percent in volume but an increase of 26 percent in 
value compared with 1941, Of the total, 194,687,188 pounds, valued at $12, 548,742 were 
landed at Boston; 157,740,961 pounds, valued at $6, 083,864, at Gloucester; arid 20,539,756 
pounds, valued at $679,917, at Portland, The higher weighted average price received at 
Boston was due to the heavier landings of the higher priced species at this port, Landings 
of groundfishes--cod, haddock, hake, pollock, and cusk--totaled 184,688,203 pounds during 
1942--a decrease of 30 percent or 80,692,285 pounds under landings of these species in 1941. 
This, and a drop of 24,205,821 pounds in rosefish receipts account for the major portion 
of the decline, 


Landings by Fishing Vessels at Boston and Gloucester, Mass., and Portland, Me 




















Item December 1942 November 1942 December 1941 
Pounds Cents* Pounds Cents* s Cents® Ci 

Cod 904,978 10.55 1,161,212 8.90 3 738 5. 22 em 70 ee SOU a 
Haddock 2,982,219 11.14 4,731,905 9.39 -" re - > 109,799, _ 6.83 147,229, ‘wf 
Hake 78,015 9.80 478,006 LB ir 5 3,723.5 6.15 5,162, ‘3 
Pollock 5. 7 +272 7.64 7,247 043 5. 7.28 ne 2.393.157 5.66 33,579. 2. 
Cusk 932 9.02 7,998 7.92 4.47 2,512,195 5.88 4,374, 3.3 
Halibut ae 405 42.20 5,593 4 14, 008 22.31 474,67 = 3 a 1197 16.05 
Mackerel 57,990 9.12 2,974,335 6.81 327.375 4.57 28,503,716 6,371 2.60 
Flounders: 

Gray sole 117,120 10.78 174,535 7.68 333.075 5.82 Hy 750, 806 rps 4,431,418 4.78 

Lemon sole 22,08 20.41 24.305 16.79 ‘ 12.52 412,08 10.18 2,382,671 7.33 

Yellowtail 178,900 7.28 & +R? 5.10 539, 3.03 13,651 4.02 5,195, 2.36 

Blackback . 10.17 99,881 6.90 111,070 5.4 1,334,838 e | 1,275,2%3 4.15 

Dab 153,590 8.23 125,003 5.39 337,340 4.23 2,763,260 4.38 3,678,201 2.95 

Other 4,170 - 440 ~ 155 - 5.397 - 40,974 
Swordfish - - - - - - alge 6 36.28 474,535 2.2% 
Rosefish 2,100,361 4.34 5,459,545 3.61 6,408,750 2.36 115,146,9 3.01 139,352,785 2.03 
Tuna - - - - - - 71 9.44 144. 00 
Whiting 233,817 6-97 761,255 6.20 24,175 4.52 28,109,171 4.45 22,360,411 2.09 
Wolffish 14.594 8.4 14.594 7-2] 37,137 5.78 994,702 4.21 1,046,888 3.84 
Scallops (meats) 27,671 49.53 36,063 41.29 19,659 31.04 505,702 32.52 1,590,436 2.5 57 
Other, fresh 13,166 - 35,698 - 16,507 - 522,048 - 534,579 

Total 12,388,970 8.35 23,896,363 6.42 28,196,320 4.23 372,967,905 5.18 473,496,428 3.34 

By ports: 
Boston 7.494,5 9.60 11,663,669 8.07 19,345,872 4.91 194,687,188 -% 5 a 370, 2” 3.85 
Gloucester 4,124,681 6.71 11,251,805 4.96 7,902,874 2.76 157,740,961 ron 2. 22 
Portland 769,710 4.94 980,889 3.70 947.574 2.47 20,539,756 3: 31 ‘S. 75,048 2.11 





“Weighted average of prices per pound paid to fishermen. 


NEW YORK SALT-WATER RECEIPTS CONTINUE SLIGHT DECLINE IN JANUARY 


Receipts of fresh and frozen fishery products on the salt-water market in New York 
City during January totalled 16,492,000 pounds, a decrease of less than one-half percent 
below those of the previous month and only 2 percent below January 1942, according to the 
Service's local Fishery Market News office, The leading item, yellowtail flounders, made 
up 23 percent of the total receipts for the month and increased 43 percent over December, 
Gains in other important items during the month occurred in cod, haddock, halibut, and smelt, 
but these were offset by decreases in most of the other species received, 
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Item 
Classification: Pounds. = ound s 
Fish 11,311,000 +5 -2 10,810,000 11,483,000 
Shellfish, etc. 5,181,000 -10 -4 5,761,000 5,394,000 
Total receipts 16,492,900 0 -2 16,570,000 16,877,000 
Important Items: 
Cod ir Ds 1,113,000 +30 +5 855,000 1,059,000 
Flounders: 
Blackback 000 -37 -% 77,000 406,000 
Yellowtail (Deb) 3,798,000 +43 #19 2,650,000 3,185,000 
Haddock 502,000 +11 ell 454,000 565,000 
Halibut 356,000 +17 -3 304,000 473,000 
Mackerel 546,000 2] +67 743,900 326, 
Pollock 397,900 45 +30 722,000 306,900 
Smelt 433-000 +11 -2 448,000 632,000 
Whi ting 468,900 -50 +72 938,000 272,000 
Clams, hard 1,759,000 +5 ~ 6 1,673,000 1,871,000 
Lobsters 321,000 -B - 3 429,000 330,000 
Shrimp 936,000 @7] -17 1, 286,000 1,127,000 
Arrivals by: 
Fishing vessels 1,549,000 +60 -35 '71 ,000 2,398, 000 
Truck, freight and express 14,943,000 - 4 +3 15,500,000 14,479,000 





*Excluding imports entered at New York City. 


DECEMBER PRODUCTION IN GULF STATES BELOW NOVEMBER 


With the exception of oysters, there was a decline in the production of all Pishery 
items in the Gulf States area, during December 1942 as compared with the previous month, 
according to the Service's New Orleans Fishery Market News office, Total shrimp and oyster 
production for 1942 declined only 4 and 2 percent, respectively, as compared with that for 
1941, Salt-water fish production expanded during the year, increasing 19 percent over the 
l2-month period in 1941, but there was a 39 percent decrease in the production of fresh- 
water varieties, 


Production of Fishery Products in the Gulf States* 

















December 1942 12 mos, Compared with Jan,-Dec, 
Item Unit December compared with Jan,-Dec, 12 months 12 months 
1942 Nov, 1942--Dec.19/1 1942 1941 1941 
Percent Percent Percent 
Shrimp: 
For canning Bbls, 16,112 - 46 -4 187 ,285 + 5 178 ,880 
Other do 15,727 - 6 -13 172,951 -ll 194, ,480 
Total do 31,839 - 32 -9 360 ,236 -4 373 ,360 
Oysters: ‘ 
For canning do 4,415 +218 -70 567 ,206 - 7 612 ,933 
Other do 36,098 + 34 -17 244 ,032 +13 216,794 
Total do 40,513 + 43 -30 811 ,238 - 2 829 ,727 
Hard crabs Lbs, 175,000 - 83 -68 14,148,000 +2 13,853,000 
Crab meat, fresh- do 20,000 - 81 -68 1,450,000 +h 1,399,000 
cooked 
Salt-water fish do 590 ,000 - 8 +26 6,039,000 +19 5,087,000 
Fresh-water fish do 26 ,000 - 13 -16 521,000 -39 854,,000 





* Includes production in Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas. 


CHICAGO RECEIPTS IN JANUARY 13 PERCENT BELOW DECEMBER 


Total receipts of fresh and frozen fishery products on the Chicago Wholesale Market 
during January were 5,125,000 pounds, a decrease of 13 percent below the previous month 
and 11 percent below January 1942, according to the Service's Chicago Fishery Market News 
office, Truck and freight shipments were considerably below those for both comparable periods 








February 1943 FISHERY MARKET NEWS 19 


but these declines were partly offset by an increase in express receipts, indicating a trend 
toward getting the fish on the market as quickly as possible, as well as the effect of war 
restrictions on the trucking industry, Carp supplies, which have gained new importance during 
the past year were 2/, percent below December, but 97 percent above January 1942, Whiting, 
which has similarly become more popularin this market in recent months, increased 102 percent 
over December and 106 percent over 4 year agu, Declines were reported for lake herring, lake 
trout and shrimp, 


According to a mid-February report, arrivals of fresh and frozen shrimp during January 
1943 were approximately 24 percent less than during the same month in 1942, Wholesale market 
prices for various sizes averaged approximately 10 cents per pound higher than last year, 


Heavy weather and ice conditions since the year's end held up the production of fresh- 
water fish in the lower or American Great Lakes, As a consequence, during January, Canadian 
imports of fresh-water fish accounted for approximately 51 percent of the total fresh-water 
volume, 


There is reported an alarming shortage of fishermen who normally operate off of Michigan 
shores due mainly to the operations of the Selective Service. 


Receipts of Fresh and Frozen Fishery Products at Chicago 
Iten amuary an. 1 co with December January 12 months 
1943 oe. 1942 an, 1 1 1942 1942 














Classification: Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds Pounds 
Fresh-water fish 2,527,000 -% - 15 3,050,000 2,975,000 35,915,000 
Salt-water fish 1,964,000 + i + 2 2000 =s_: 1,930,000 = 21,923,000 
Shellfish, etc. 633,000 - 3 - 2 1,023,000 #8 000 10,342,000 

Total receipts 5,125,000 - 13 -ll 5,921,000 5,781,000 68,167,000 

Important Items: 

Carp 234,000 - 2% + 97 309,000 119,000 2,594,000 
Lake herring 169, - 70 -4l 368' 000 000 3268" 000 
Lake trout 252,000 - 3 - 9 409,000 276,000 6,417,000 
Sanger 444,000 +ll - 59 400,000 1,070,000 4,057,000 
Whitefish 2,000 + 6&9 + 36 259-000 309,000 ot 
Halibut ,000 - 1 aa 2a 000 , 977,000 
Rosefish fillets 163,000 +19 - 48 137,000 311,000 3,715,000 
Whiting* 254,000 +102 +106 126,000 123,000 1,120,000 
Shrimp 347,000 - 50 - 4 689,000 457,000 7,119,000 
Leading Sources: 
Louisiana ak 192, 000 - 64 - 2 528,000 263,000 onem 
Massachusetts 538,000 + - 35 500,000 717,000 »013,000 
Minnesota 435,000 « 5 + 41 ee 308,000 3,587,000 
Mani toba 1,040,000 + 2] - 32 9,000 1,523,000 Efe coo 

Domestic total 2, 835,000 - 32 - 12 4,144,000 3,212,000 47,694,000 

Imported total 2, 290,000 +a -1l 1,777,000 2,569,000 20,473,000 

Transported by: 

Track 1,217,000 -. 37 - 3 2692 +000 1,827,000 24,937,000 
Express 1,559,000 +2 +115 1, 208,000 725,000 19,4400 
Freight 2, 349,000 - 13 - 27 2,706,000 3,229,000 23,782,000 





“Mainly fillets. 


1942 SEATTLE RECEIPTS 6 PERCENT BELOW 1941 


The seasonal slump in activity during December brought the total receipts of fresh 
and frozen fishery products at Seattle down to 3,922,000 pounds, a decline of 33 percent 
below those of the previous month, according to the Service's local Fishery Market News 
office, The total was 28 percent more than the receipts in December 1941 and increased 
the volume for 1942 to 68,214,000 pounds, 6 percent below that for 1941. Most important 
receipts during the month were those of silver salmon, consisting largely of frozen stocks 
shipped fram Canada and Alaska, There were 131,000 pounds of dressed soupfin shark delivered 
during December, the largest receipts to date of this comparatively new item in the Pacific 
Coast fishery food supply. 
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Receipts of Fresh and Frozen Fishery Products at Seattle* 


















December 1942 12 mos. Compared with 
Item December mpared with Jan. -Dec. 12 months 12 months 
1942 No 1941 1941 
Classification: ‘Pounds P P t Pounds ‘Percent Pounds 
Total fish and shellfish 3,922,000 -33 + 30 68,214,000 -6 363,000 
Important Items: 
— i Agia 150,000 -39 + 3 7+712,000 +11 6,937,000 
"Lingood" 178,000 + 7 + 2 5,765,000 +72 gape 
Sablefish 197,000 -42 9 4.307000 +12 3,836,000 
Salmon, silver or coho 1,147,000 +52 +119 » 166,900 -16 7,313,900 
Crabs, hard 74,000 -10 - 54 ie Spee -37 2,112,900 
Oysters, Pacific, shucked 152,000 +11 ee | 1,155,000 0 1,162,000 





*Halibut fleet and receipts from local and all other sources. 


Frozen Fish Trade 





DATE OF COLLECTING COLD-STORAGE STATISTICS CHANGED 


In compliance with the wishes of the majority of cold-storage operators, the date for 
reporting United States and Alaskan holdings and freezings of fishery products has been 
changed from the 15th to the first of the month, The change became effective with the January 
bulletin which contains data on the holdings as of January 1, In this bulletin, figures on 
freezings are for the two-week period from December 15 to 31. In succeeding bulletins, 
data on freezings will be for the full calendar months, 


In comparing 1943 cold-storage statistics with those for previous years, it will be 
necessary to take into account that the data are not strictly comparable, 


STOCKS OF FROZEN FISH SHOW DECLINE 


Holdings of frozen fishery products in domestic cold-storage plants on Januaryl totaled 
98,791,000 pounds, according to information furnished by the Food Distribution Administration 
of the Department of Agriculture, 


It is estimated thet the January 1 holdings were approximately 9 percent less than the 


poundage in storage on the same date 4 year ago, 


Because of the change in date for reporting stocks of fishery products from the 15th 
to the lst of the month it is not possible to make exact comparisons of the January 1 hold- 
ings with those for the same date last year, However, a review of the data on the January 
lst holdings indicate that stocks of haddock and rosefish fillets were considerably below 
those of a year ago, while holdings of mackerel, mullet, and whiting appeer to be held in 
much greater volume, 


Holdings of Fishery Products in the United States 








Jan. 1 compared with 


—_ 


























Item Jamary 1, Dec. 15, Jan. 15, 5eyr.av. December 15, Jamary 15, 5-yr. av. 
1943 1942 1942 Jan. 15, 1942 1942 Jan. 15 
Pounds Percent Percent Percent Pounds Pounds Pounds 
Frozen fish and shellfish: 
Total holdings 98,791,000 <6 -1 +19 105,343,000 99,979,000 83,123,000 
Important Items: 
nitiote: 
Cod 2,372,000 11 -2 #7 2,680,000 2,414,000 2,225,000 
Haddock 4,602,000 -12 -37 - 5,213,000 7+271,000 5.3 2,000 
Pollock 3,542,000 . -13 sss 3,540,000 ren 4,7 »000 
Rosefish 1,793,000 -17 “4 -30 2,158,000 a2 ,000 2,574,000 
Halibut 7,277,000 14 - + 8,440,000 +909 »000 7+034,000 
Mackerel 9, 801,000 -5 = +9 10,347,000 5+ 84.000 4,939,000 
Mullet 2,962,000 +20 + ee 2,462,000 1,880,000 ee 
Sablefish 2,937,000 -12 +73 +38 3,345,000 1,698,000 2,131,000 
Salmon 8,677,000 -9 -2 -1 9,510,000 8,846,000 8,760,000 
Whiting 13,371,000 -6 +70 +75 14,153,000 7,847,000 7,623,000 
Leke herring 3,161,000 -19 +B + 3,913,000 2,520,000 2,516,000 
Whitefish 1,838,000 -12 +22 +14 2,093,000 1,501,000 1,613,000 
Shrimp 5,449,000 -2 -38 ee 5,554,000 8,756,000 ” 
Cured fish: 
Herring, cured 5,818,000 -4 -43 -56 6,072,000 10,266,000 13,213,000 
Salmon, mild-cured 5,466,000 -10 -5 +1 6,079,000 5,779,000 5,420,000 
*An increase of less than one-half percent. 


**Data not available. 
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MULLET FROZEN IN LARGE VOLUME 


Freezing plants inthe United States andAlaska froze 5,616,000 pounds of fishery products 
during the period from December 15 to January 1, Since this is somewhat more than half the 
8,740,000 pounds frozen during the period from December 15, 1941, to January 15, 1942, it 
would appear that the freezing of fishery products during the last two weeks in December 
was conducted at a somewhat more rapid rate than in the same period in 194), 


During the two-week period, freezings of mullet were many times larger than in the 
month from December 15, 1941, to January 15, however, the small quantity of haddock and 
rosefish fillets frozen during the last two weeks in December indicate that freezings of 
these items were considerably below those of a year ago, 


Freezings of Fishery Products in United States Cold-storage Plants 
Dec, 15, 1942 Nov. 15, 1942 Dec, 15, 1941 5-yr. average 














December 1 
pe to to to = 3 
Jan, 1, 1943 Dec, 15, 1942 Jan, 15, 1942 January 15 

Pounds Pounds Pounds . Pounds 
Total fish and shellfish: 5,616,000 19,128 ,000 8,740,000 8,318,000 

Important Items: 
Fillets: 

Haddock 242 ,000 386,000 1,132,000 64,5 ,000 
Pollock 392,000 2,590,000 536 ,000 1,072,000 
Rosefish 316,000 893,000 1,152,000 1,327,000 
Mackerel 148 ,000 445 ,000 244, ,000 168 ,000 

Mullet 498 ,000 994, ,000 60,000 * 
Sablefish 89 ,000 366 ,000 145,000 72,000 
Salmon 283 ,000 806, 000 265 ,000 174,000 
Whiting 4,66 ,000 2,431 ,000 1,60 ,000 390,000 
Lake herring 163 ,000 3,882,000 307 ,000 287 , 000 
Lake trout 85,000 314,000 14,2 ,000 83,000 
Pike (including pickerel, jack, 100 ,000 110,000 85,000 39,000 

and yellow jack) 
Shrimp 542,000 985 ,000 993,000 2 





*Data not available, 


FROZEN "H & G" MACKEREL PREPARED IN NEW ENGLAND 


During 1942, the marketing of mackerel in a new form--"H & G", or headless and gutted-- 
was developed by 4 Gloucester firm, according to a February report from the Service's Boston 
Fishery Market News office, The new practice has not previously been in wide usage for 
this species of fish, although H & G whiting are common, 


As it has been customary to market fresh or frozen mackerel whole or round, the new 
method was planned to make the preparation and cooking of these fish easier for the house- 
wife, It was believed that the whole mackerel minus the head andentrails would prove suitable 
for baking, deep frying and other desired methods of cooking, It was also believed that 
the retention of the backbone would add to the nutritional value and flavor of the fish, 
The discoloration which occurs when mackerel fillets are held in storage for long periods 
of time also would be eliminated, 


This method of processing is simpler and quicker than filleting, and the net yield 
is greater, It is estimated that the recovery from round fish is approximately 65 percent, 
Another favorable feature is that the product sells for two to three cents per pound less 
than mackerel fillets, In addition to its other apparent advantages over the round fish 
it also conserves boxing and shipping facilities, 


All processing up to this time has been done in shore establishments, the preparation 
of the mackerel at sea being a future possibility, The mackerel are headed, eviscerated, 
washed and placed in boxes, Ten pound boxes were used at first but it was later found more 
practical and economical to use 15 pound boxes, Since its inception in October 1942, the 
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entire production has been frozen, the total, a little over half a million pounds, being 
confined to Gloucester, 


Civilian consumers immediately accepted the H & G mackerel and purchased considerable 
quantities, The product also attracted the attention of the U, S, Army and, as a4 result, 
a very large percentage of the total production has been purchased for Government use, 


BOSTON COLD-STORAGE HOLDINGS ON JANUARY 27 DOWN 28 PERCENT FROM YEAR EARLIER 


Greater than normal withdrawals of frozen fishery products during January brought the 
total holdings in Boston cold-storage warehouses down to 8,088,000 pounds on the last Wednes- 
day of that month, 37 percent below the end of the previous month and 28 percent under stocks 
held one year earlier, according to the Service's local Fishery Market News office, Shrimp 
holdings were up 7 percent as compared with the previous month and mackerel showed a 23 
percent gain over the previous year, but holdings of most other species generally declined 
considerably as compared with both previous dates, 


Frozen whiting holdings in 15 cold-storage warehouses in the two important producing 
states of Maine and Massachusetts on January 30 were 3,440,000 pounds, 42 percent below 
holdings of four weeks earlier, but 50 percent more than was held on January 31, 1942. Stocks 
of dressed, H & G, fillets, and skuljoes amounted to 70 percent of the total as compared to 
36 percent 4 year ago, The demand for whiting has increased during the past year, especially 
in the dressed forms, There is a tendency in the midwest to use whiting fillets as a re- 
placement for rosefish fillets when the latter have not been in sufficient supply, 


Boston Cold-storage Holdings 











January 27 compared with 














Item Jan, 27, 1943 Dec, 30,1942 Jan.28, 1942 Dec, 30, 1942 Jan, 28, 1942 
Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 
Total fish and 
shellfish 8 ,088 ,000 -37 -28 12,794,000 11,193,000 
Important Items: 
Fillets: 
Cod 172,000 -54 -71 380 ,000 597 ,000 
Haddock 459 ,00C -46 -67 853 ,000 1,394,000 
Pollock 955 ,00C “1,5 -51 1,736,000 . 1,952,000 
Rosefish 176,000 -37 -6h, 280 ,000 491,000 
Halibut 88 ,000 =-23 -81 115,000 467 ,000 
Mackerel 2,672,000 -29 +23 3,781 ,000 2,167,000 
Scallops 88 , 000 “Ld -71 158 ,00C 302 , 000 
Shrimp 235,000 ey -63 21 


) 000 633,000 





NEW YORK COLD-STORAGE HOLDINGS REFLECT NATION-WIDE DECLINE 


Holdings of frozen fishery products in New York City werehouses on January 28 amounted 
to 7,635,000 pounds, a decline of 21 percent below those of December 31, and 22 percent 
under stacks of one year earlier, according to the Service'slocal Fishery Market News office, 
The drop in holdings during January was greater than normal, and follows the general trend 
throughout the country, The only important species held in greater volume than at the end 
of the previous month were king and silver salmon, but both totals were considerably below 
those a year earlier, Important gains over the previous year occurred in stocks of mackerel, 
sablefish, and whiting, 
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New York Cold-storage Holdings 




















January 28 compared with ; 
Item Jan,28, 1943 Dec. 31, 1912 Tan.29, 19,2 >°°-3!» 1942 Jan.29, 1942 
Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 
Total fish and shellfish 7,635,000 -21 - 22 9,712,000 9,839,000 
Important Items: 
Butterfish 328 ,000 -29 - 148 465,000 634 ,000 
Halibut 75 ,000 -40 - 90 124,000 733,000 
Mackerel 957,000 “24 + 55 1,267 ,000 618,000 
Sablefish 530,000 - 8 - 38 577 ,000 383 ,000 
Salmon: 
King (chinook) 192,000 +73 - 66 111,000 565,000 
Silver 7L,,000 +85 - 55 40,000 165,000 
Whiting 174, ,000 =33 +399 710,000 95,000 
Whitefish 74,6 ,000 -2h + 28 984, ,000 581, ,000 
Scallops 194, ,000 =25 - l 258 ,000 196,000 
Shrimp 863 ,000 -18 - 32 1,054,000 1,276,000 





CHICAGO COLD-STORAGE HOLDINGS CONTINUE BELOW ONE YEAR EARLIER 


On January 28, holdings of frozen fishery products in Chicago were 5,818,000 pounds, 
a decline of 7 percent below those on the last Thursday in December and 26 percent under 
January 29, 1942, according to the Service's local Fishery Market News office, Blue pike 
and sauger, halibut, and whiting were the only important items to show gains over stocks 
of the previous month, Blue pike and sauger, and whiting holdings also were greater than 
those of @ year earlier, but halibut declined 42 percent in this comparison, The general 
decrease in holdings from the previous year indicates a continuation of the trend to market 
more of the fish supply in the fresh condition in this area, 


Chicago Cold-storage Holdings 




















5 . January 28 compared with é Jan.29, 1942 
Item Jan.28, 1943 iso at Tals yen 25, Ton Dec,31, 1942 9, 194 
Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 
Total fish and 
shellfish 5,818 ,000 - 7 - 26 6,252,000 7,886,000 
Important Items: 
Blue pike and sauger 591 ,000 +19 + 65 497 ,000 358 ,000 
Chubds 218 , 000 -23 - 28 282 ,000 303 ,000 
Lake herring 41,5 ,000 -18 - 36 54,1 ,000 695 ,000 
Lake trout 252,000 -33 - 58 377 ,000 594,000 
Whitefish 107, 000 -38 - 3 173 ,000 176,000 
Fillets: 
can 98 , 000 -31 = 55 143,000 216,000 
Haddock 133,000 -9 - 37 146,000 210 ,000 
Rosefish 150,000 -16 - 66 178 ,000 4,36 ,000 
Halibut 563 ,000 415 - 42 488 ,000 963 ,000 
Whiting 541 , 000 +15 +12), L470 ,000 24,2 ,000 
Shrimp 653,000 - 9 - 18 715,000 1,262,000 





CANADIAN SALMON AND SEA HERRING HOLDINGS DECLINE 


Stocks of frozen fresh fish in Canadian cold-storage plants on February 1 totaled 
20,134,000 pounds, a decrease of 23 percent under the holdings of the previousmonth, according 
to the preliminary data released by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Large reductions 
in holdings were reported in all important items except cod fillets and tullibees, Compared 
with Februaryl a year ago, however, the only items showing decreases were salmon, sea herring 
and tullibees, Holdings of salmon were 24 percent below those of a year ago; sea herring, 
28 percent; and tullibees, 9 percent, Stocks of salmon, halibut and sea herring accounted 
for more than 60 percent of the total volume of fresh frozen fishery products held by Canadian 
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plants on February lst, 


Holdings of frozen smoked fish, which totaled 890,000 pounds, were 29 percent below 
the stocks of the previous month and 45 percent less than those on the same date in 1942, 


Canadian Cold-storage Holdings 



































Seen February 1, Feb. 1 compared with January 1, February 1, 
1943 Jan,1 1943 Feb,1,1942 1943 1942 
Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 
Frozen fresh fish a 
Total holdings 20,134,000 -23 a 26,076,000 21,641,000 
Important Items: 
Cod: 
Whole 1,172,000 -2h +181 1,548 ,000 417,000 
Fillets 1,640,000 - 3 + 89 1,699,000 868 ,000 
Haddock, whole 327 ,000 -23 + 43 4,27 ,000 229 ,000 
Salmon 4,182,000 35 - 24 6,388 , 000 5,467,000 
Sea herring 3,851,000 -21 - 28 4,899 ,000 5,341 ,000 
Halibut 4,320,000 -14 + 55 5,015,000 2,792,000 
Mackerel 1,055,000 -22 +119 1,358,000 481,000 
Tullibee 567 ,000 -2 - 9 577 , 000 626 ,000 
Frozen amoked fish 
Total holdings 890,000 -29 - 45 1,252,000 1,617,000 
Important Items: 
Finnan haddie 67 ,000 -18 - 67 82,000 204, ,000 
Fillets; cod, haddock, etc, 271 ,000 “45 - 67 490,000 821 ,000 
Sea herring kippers 4,68 ,000 -20 - 6 587 ,000 496,000 





CANADIAN FRESH FISH FREEZINGS DOWN 44 PERCENT IN JANUARY 


Canadian cold-storage plants froze 1,401,000 pounds of frozen fresh fish during the 
month of January, according to preliminary data released by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, 
This was 4, percent less than the freezings during the previous month and 64 percent less 
than the same month 4 year ago, The sharp decline in January, compared with these periods, 
was due to reduced freezings of cod and cod fillets, naddock fillets, salmon, and sea herring, 
Pickerel was the only important item showing a gain in the volume frozen, 


Smoked fish, frozen during January, declined 34 percent compared with the previous 
month, but was 2 percent greater than in January 1941. 


Freezings of Fishery Products in Canadian Cold-storage Plants 























Item January Jan, compared with December January 
1943 Dec, 1942 Jan, 1942 1942 1942 
Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 
Frozen fresh fish 
Total freezings 1,401 ,000 “hh -64 2,501,000 3,880,000 
Important Items: 
Cod: 
Whole 36,000 -83 -60 212 ,000 89,000 
Fillets 24,0 ,000 -61 -68 615 ,000 756,000 
Haddock fillets 26,000 -83 -78 155,000 116,000 
Salmon 42,000 -84 -78 264,000 192,000 
Sea herring 421, ,000 -34 -75 648 ,000 1,713,000 
Pickerel 56,000 +70 +87 33 ,000 30,000 
Frozen smoked fish 
Total freezings 465,000 -34 ie 702 ,000 458,000 
Important Items: 
Fillets; cod, haddock, etc, 253 ,000 -12 +13 288 , 000 22k, ,000 


Sea herring kippers 167 ,000 -41 +18 284, ,000 113,000 
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Canned Fish Trade 





1942 CALIFORNIA TUNA AND MACKEREL PACKS SHOW LARGE DECLINE 


California canners packed 149,156 standard cases of tuna, and 105,013 cases of mackerel 
during December, according to information released by the California Division of Fish and 
Geme, This was a decline of 65,659 cases in the production of canned tuna, compared with 
the same month last year, but an increase of 50,824 cases in the pack of mackerel, 


The 1942 production of canned tuna, which amounted to 2,223,156 standard cases, was 
20 percent under the pack in the previous year, while the 602,784 cases of mackerel canned 
during the year was 28 percent under the 1941 yield, The decline in the production of tuna 
resulted from the requisitioning, by the Government, of a considerable number of the craft 
engaged in the capture of these fish, and Naval restrictions on operations of many of the re- 
maining vessels, 


The reduced pack of mackerel, however, was to a considerable extent due to shortages 
of cannery labor during the latter part of the year, 


California Pack of Tuna and Mackerel--Standard Casest/ 
Twelve mos, ending with Dec, 











Item December 1942 November 1942 December 1941 














1942 1941 
Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases 
Tuna: 

Albacore 37 ,099 7,761 30 24,0 ,232 103 ,262 
Bonito 5,988 3,826 2,581 33,251 22h, , 513 
Bluefin 68 - - 273 5758 177 ,Q59 
Striped 43,086 97 ,068 32,415 678 ,435 439,729 
Yellowfin 41,689 36,998 159,218 778 5427 1,456,162 
Yellowtail 1,898 3,531 2,633 4,5 ,007 156,479 
Flakes 19,328 8,911 17 445 152,709 190,935 
Tonno style - - 4,93 21 , 337 37,818 
Total 149,156 158 ,095 214,815 2,223,156 2,785,957 
Mackerel 105,013 193,192 54,189 602 ,784 84,2 ,970 





1/ Standard cases of tuna represent cases of 48 7-ounce cans, while those of mackerel represent cases of 
48 1-pound cans. 


CALIFORNIA SARDINE LANDINGS AND PACK REMAIN BELOW LAST SEASON 


In the four-week period, January 1 to January 28, inclusive, 391,104 standard cases 
of California sardines were packed, bringing the total for the current season to 3,151,594 
standard cases, according to preliminary information furnished by the California Sardine 
Products Institute and the State Division of Fish and Game, This was a decrease of 31 percent 
below the pack for the same period last season, In the current season to January 28, there 
were 458,903 tons of sardines landed as compared with 550,718 tons in a similar period one 
year earlier, a decline of 17 percent, 


California Sardine Landings, Canned Pack, and roducts 


Item nit 
om 1942 
an. l= iV. 2 =. Co 


Landings Tons 47,029 9 373 
l-lb. ovals-48 per case 159,971 288,186 

l-1b. talls-48 per case es 476,106 

4,630 080 




















1b. fillet-48 per case ° 
Canned 1d. round-96 per case 19-2 23.78 
©z.-100 per case 18, 87 43,540 
Unclassified 803 2,993 
TOTAL - Std. cases-48/1 391,104 826,888 473,810 3,151,594 4,595,496 
me. 4 leven usta December Decenber 31 
cember vember cember cen cember 
Meal Tons 


1 , 15,047 ° » 24 a 
0i1 Gallons 1,703,049 2,483,917 514,916 11,838,377 15,844,901 
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GULF SHRIMP PACK 9 PERCENT BELOW PREVIOUS SEASON ON JANUARY 30 


During the first seven months of the 1942-13 season, beginning July 1, the equivalent of 
540,995 standard cases of shrimp wes packed in various sizes in tin and glass by 39 canneries 
operating under the Seafood Inspection Service of the U, S, Food and Drug Administration, 
according to the Service's New Orleans Fishery Market News office, This was a decrease of 
9 percent below the pack for the corresponding period in the 1911-2 season, and 30 percent be- 
low the 5-year average, Raw shrimp totaling 36,152,830 pounds have been used by the canners 
during the current season, 





Wet and Dry Pack Shrimp in all Sizes in Tin and Glass--Standeard Cases* 














am O 5 T 8 S EAS ON 
1943 1942 1ghe2 1942-43 1941-42 5-yr, average 
Dec,27-Jan,30 Nov,29-Dec,26 Dec,28-Jan,31 | July 1-Jan,30 July 1-Jan,31 July 1-Jan,30 
22,570 49 ,867 34, ,638 540 5995 595,172 776 5839 








*All figures on basis of new standard case - 48 No. 1 cans with 7-oz. per can in the wet pack and-6h-os. 
per can in the dry pack. 


Quotations for canned shrimp in the usual wholesale quantities in plain No, 1 standard 
tins, f.0,b, point of production, were reported by Gulf Coast packers, as follows: 


Canned Shrimp Prices--Per Dozen Tins 
February 2, January 1, February 1, 











Item 
194,3* 1943* 1942°° 

WET PACK 
Broken $2.45 7 ee 
Small 2.70 $2.33-2.76 $1.85-2.00 
Medium 2.80 2.57-2.82 1.95=2.10 
Large 2.95 2.70-2.94 2,00-2,25 
Jumbo 3.05 2.82-3.19 2.10-2,35 

DRY _PACK 
Broken $2.55 ainda ae 
Small 2.80 $2.64-2.79 $1.85-2.00 
Medium 2.90 2.82-2,91 1,.95-2,10 
Large 3.05 2.94-3.04 2.00-2,25 
Jumbo 345 3.19 2.10-2.35 





*7 oz. net wt. for wet pack and 64 oz. net wt. for dry pack. 
095-3/4 os. net wt. for wet pack and 5 oz. net wt. for dry pack. 
***Not available. 
Note.--February 2, 1943 prices are maximum prices leveled off by OPA in MPR-311. This regulation became 
effective February 2, 1943. 


FINAL 20 PERCENT OF CANNED SALMON RELEASED BY FOOD DISTRISUTION ADMINISTRATION 


Salmon canners are permitted to sell to wholesalers for later civilian distribution 
the remaining 20 percent, about 50 million pounds, of their 1942 pack under Food Distri- 
bution Order No, 23 issued February 19 by the Secretary of Agriculture, and administered 
by the Food Distribution Administration of the Department, As previously announced by the 
Office of Price Administration, all wholesale and retail establishments are required to 
hold their stocks of canned salmon, along with all other canned fish and canned shellfish, 
pending consumer rationing of these products, 


The order completes the allocation of the 1942 pack of canned salmon, the Government 
having previously released 20 percent to civilians on October 26 and purchased 60 percent 
for military and allied purposes, FDA Order No, 23, effective February 19, continues in 
effect all provisions of War Production Board Order M-86-b which it supersedes--except for 
the release of the 20 percent of the canned salmon pack, It continues the requirement that 
canners of sardines and mackerel supply 80 percent of their 1942 production to the Government 
for direct war needs, The remaining 20 percent of these packs was released for civilian 
use on October 26, 
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SALES OF CANNED FISH LIMITED BY OPA 


Because @ large volume of consumer buying threatens to reduce supplies unreasonably 
before fair sharing under rationing can be started, the Office of Price Administration, 
acting at the request of Secretary of Agriculture Claude Wickard, suspended sales of canned 
fish--including canned shellfish--and canned meats, effective 12:01 a.m,, Thursday, Febru- 
ary 18, "Canned fish"* means all fish or shellfish packed in hermetically-sealed containers 
of any type and sterilized by the use of heat. It does not include processed foods as de- 
fined in Ration Order No, 13 or pharmaceutical products, 


The ban on sales will continue until a rationing program now in preparation--under 
which all persons will have equal opportunity to share in the limited supply--can be put 
into operation, Canned fish and canned meats will be retioned under the forthcoming meat 
rationing program, The freeze will not last longer than 60 days, Sales of canned meat 
and canned fish are frozen at all levels, except that wholesalers may acquire stocks of 
canned fish, This provision was inserted because canners of fish are not able to continue 
accumulating the stocks they have been producing, 


The order, Restriction Order 3--Canned Meat and Canned Fish--does not apply to sales 
or transfers of canned fish and meat to certain listed war agéncies, Among them are the 
Army, Navy, and Marine Corps and Coast Guard, the Food Distribution Administration and the 
Office of Lend-Lease Administration, or other designated persons or Government agencies, 


TENTATIVE SPECIFICATIONS FOR CANNED SEA HERRING PREPARED BY FDA 


The tentative specifications below, applying to all 1943 purchases of large sea herring 
for Government requirements, were being sent to packers for criticisme and suggestions by 
the Food Distribution Administration on February 12, 


(a) DEFINITIONS: For the purpose of these specifications: 


(1) The term "natural" means without the addition of any condiments except brine 
or salt, but may have added oil of the same species of fish, 


(2) The term "net content" means the total weight of the fish and liquid in the can, 


(3) The term "drained weight" means the weight of the fish in the can after the 
fish has been emptied from the can following sterilization, and after it has been allowed 
to drain for two minutes over a sieve of not less than eight-inch diameter, containing eight 
meshes to the inch (0.097 inch per performation), 


(4) The term "well cleaned" means that the heads and tails shall be removed; the 
fish shall be practically free from scales (i,e., scales shall not cover more than 5 per- 
cent of the surface area); free from entrails with blood sacs along the backbone removed, 


(5) The term "official inspection sample" means the cans drawn for inspection by 
the designated sampler of the Food Distribution Administration, 


(b) SPECIFICATIONS: 


(1) Fish shall be firm, of good appearance and well cleaned, Cans shall be packed 
as full as practicable, In round cans the length of the fish shall be packed parallel to 
the side of the can; in oval and other flat type cans the length of the fish shall be packed 
parallel to the bottom of the can, The average net content of the No, 300 (300x407) can or 
the No, 1 oval can shall be not less than 15 oz, with average drained weight of not less than 
12: oz, and shall contain not more than seven fish, If other sizes of cans are used, the 
net content and drained weight shall be in the same proportion as the relative size of the 
cans, The fish may be packed natural or with added oils or sauces as may be specified by 
F,S.C.C, Cans shall be sound and clean, free from rust and serious dents, and shall be inside 
enamelled, No, 300 (300x407) size cans shall have not less than four inches of vacuum and No, 
1 oval cans shall have not less than two inches of vacuum, 


(2) Not more than one-sixth of the containers in e@ lot may fail, in some respect, 
to meet requirements of these specifications, provided, however, that the average of all 
of the samples within a lot meet the requirements in the specifications, 

*An amendment issued February 25 defined "fish" as any edible part of fish, including fish roe and 
caviar. It includes all products containing fish in which the fish constitutes more than 10 percent of 
the total net weight. 
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(3) All canned fish delivered hereunder shall conform in every applicable respect 
to the requirements of the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act as amended and of regula- 
tions pursuant thereto in effect on the date of this invitation to offer, 


CONTAINER SPECIFICATIONS FOR CANNED HERRING AND MAINE SARDINES ANNOUNCED BY FDA 


The following container specifications were announced by FDA on February 12 as apply- 
ing to all purchases of the 1943 pack of herring and sardines for Government requirements; 


CASES: Cases shall be Type A-l1 as shown in Export Packaging Specifications, FSC-174,2-B, 


A amall quantity of herring and sardines packed in Type A cases as shown in Export 
Packaging Specifications, FSC-1742-B will be needed, When this case is specifically re- 
quired, arrangements will be made with individual packers for their use, 


Insofar as possible No, 300 (300x407) size cans and No, 1 oval cans shall be packed 
48 to the case, 


Any wood cases meeting Export Packaging Specifications FSC-1742-B will be accepted 
but are not required, 


CANS: The use of inside enamelled cans will be required on river herring, sea herring and 
sardines, Any inventory of plain cans now in packer's hands may be used by special arrange- 
ment prior to purchase, but their use shall not be extended beyond the packer's present 
inventory, 





LARGER CANS: The use of the larger sizes of cans wherever possible will be encouraged, 
Attention is directed to paragraph (c) of WPB Supplementary Order M-86-b as amended Decem- 
ber 24, 1942, which provides thet a canner's quota percentage is based upon the net (label) 
weight. It is anticipated that this same provision will be effective in the order which 
will succeed Order M-86-b at its expiration on February 28, 1943. If packers are unable 
or unwilling to arrange for packing large herring in the No, 300 (300x407) size cans, it 
is requested that they attempt to secure the maximum production in the 3/4, size cans, 


TOMATO PUREE: The Food Distribution Administration has set aside a quantity of tomato puree 
to be used by the Maine packers in packing sardines and herring for Government requirements, 
In order that each packer may be assured of a supplyof tomato puree to meet his requirements, 
a letter should be addressed to the Special Commodities Branch of the Food Distribution 
Administration giving the following information: 


(1) Estimated total quantity of puree required for 1943 pack, 
(2) Approximate quantities and dates on which delivery is desired, 
(3) Destination of shipments, 


FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS: Government procurement plans have not yet been completed but will 
be announced within a short time, It is presently planned to meet with the Maine Canners 
sometime late in February or early March, at which time proposed specifications and other 
pertinent matters can be discussed, 





NEW CANNED EASTERN AND GULF OYSTER PRICES ESTABLISHED BY OPA 


Moving at the height of the canning season to adjust maximm prices for canned oysters 
in order to reflect increased contents and higher costs of labor and raw materials, the 
Office of Price Administration on February 18 replaced the March 1942 ceilings on canned 
oysters produced in the southeast Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico areas with higher uniform 
dollars and cents ceilings, Effective February 23, 1943, Meximum Price Regulation No, 328 
(Canned Eastern and Gulf Oysters) lifts canner selling prices from a March 1942 average of 
approximately $1.95 per dozen No, 1 picnic size cans to a specific ceiling of $3.15, re- 
flecting in part a larger amount of oysters in each container, 


This advance--which is passed along to the consumer through fixed mark-ups over net 
costs by wholesalers and retailers under Amendment No, 7 to Maximum Price Regulations No, 
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237 and 238 respectively--will raise the housewife's costs on canned oysters by approximately 
10 cents on each No, 1 picnic size can, according to QPA, This popular size comprises about 
80 percent of the canned oyster sales volume, The order authorizes corresponding increases 
in the other can sizes, In partial compensation for the advance, however, housewives will 
obtain 50 percent more oysters in each can as the result of a War Production Board order, 


Raw oysters comprise between 40 and 45 percent of the cost of a tin or jar of canned 
oysters, Although OPA has ceilings on both canned and frozen fish, no price control exists 
on fresh fish, Thus, advances since last March in oyster costs--as well as the necessity 
of placing more in each tin--cut deeply into canner margins, Labor costs also have risen 
since last March, Oyster canning took about 23 percent of the entire national oyster catch 
in 1941, The oyster industry as a whole ranks third in money value of its product in the 
United States, exceeded in value only by tuna and salmon, More than 60 percent of the Gulf 
oyster pack is canned, Without price relief, Gulf operations now under way would be severely 
curtailed or eliminated, 


"Eastern and Gulf oysters" means oysters of the genus Ostrea virginica, where the same 
are caught in Atlantic waters or the Gulf of Mexico, 





The prices set forth below are maximum prices, f,o,b, the shipping point nearest cannery, 
The maximum prices are gross prices and the seller shall deduct therefromhis customary allow- 
ances, discounts and differentials to purchasers of different classes, 


No, 1 Picnic (211 x 400) Te oz, net $3.15 per dozen 
No, 2 Picnic (307 x 409) 14 oz, net 5.80 per dozen 


For container sizes of oysters not listed above the price shall be determined by OPA 
to be in line with the prices listed, 


OPA made no provision for specific dollars and cents ceilings on Pacific Coast canned 
oysters in this order, It is expected that these will be handled in a separate regulation 
because of the different pricing problems involved, 


FROZEN TINPLATE DEFINED BY WPB INTERPRETATION 


The following interpretation--Interpretation 1 of Conservation Order M-81, as amended 
February 18, 194,3--was issued by the Director General for Operations with respect to 1068.1, 
Conservation Order M-81 on February 22, 


Frozen tinplate, terneplate or blackplate means only tinplate, terneplate or black- 
plate which, since prior to December 9, 1942, has been held in the inventory of a can manu- 
facturer (or in the inventory of a supplier of such plate, having been produced for the 
account of a can manufacturer) because it had been so processed, or was of such size, gauge 
or grade; that it was not suitable for the manufacture of cans for which tinplate, terneplate 
or blackplate are specified, without qualifications, in the "Can Material" columns of the 
schedules attached to the said order, 


CERTAIN PREFERENCE RATINGS ON PD-1A FORMS TO BE ASSIGNED BY WPB FIELD OFFICES 


Another long step in the decentralization of War Production Board activities was made 
public February 2/,, when Chairman Donald M, Nelson announced a new WPB administrative order 
which directs that, after March 1, applications for priority assistance on Form PD-lA, "Appli- 
cation for Preference Rating", be filed with the nearest of the 131 WPB district offices, 
and authorizes the 12 Regional Offices, beginning March 15, to assign preference ratings 
on PD-1A certificates to deliveries of materials valued at $100 or less, 


Mr, Nelson said that the preliminary value limitation of $100 would be progressively 
stepped up as the field offices assume greater responsibilities and he expected that within 
six weeks more than 80 percent of all PD-1lA applications would be handled entirely by the 
Regional Offices, 


Under the new procedure, which will simplify greatly the problems of businessmen and 
others needing occasional priority assistance, WPB's field offices will be responsible for 
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seeing that all PD-lAapplications are properlyfilled out and will forward them to Washington, 
or to the Regional Offices if they fall within the value limitations set by the order, 


Another administrative order, effective March 8, also announced February 24, empowers 
Regional Offices to authorize construction under Conservation Order L-41, and to assign 
preference ratings to deliveries of necessary scarce materials to building operations costing 
less than $10,000, except industrial and certain other listed types of construction, Appli- 
cations for authority to begin construction under this procedure are also to be filed with 
the nearest WPB district office, 


In the early days of the priorities system, Form PD-1, later supplanted by PD-1A, was 
the principal instrument in the assignment of preference ratings to orders for scarce ma- 
terials, Later, the Production Requirements Plan, now being superseded by the Controlled 
Materials Plan, provided the means for distribution of the great bulk of material required 
for military and essential civilian production, Receipt of the PD-1A forms has dropped 
from a one-time peak of more than 60,000 @ week to only a little more than one-half of that 
number at the present time, The fact that CMP provides central control over the distri- 
bution of scarce materials to claimant agencies makes it possible to decentralize handling 
of PD-1A's, 


Ratings assigned on PD-1A certificates aré known as "single-shotters", since the priority 
assistance they provide is applicable only to the particular delivery for which help is 
requested, They do not establish the continuing assistance provided by PRP and CMP, and 
by orders in the "P" series covering specified industries, 


Form PD-1A has been revised on the basis of suggestions fram industry representatives 
and the Industry Divisions of WPB, Copies of the revised form will be available in WPB 
field offices after March 1, In order to allow time for full distribution of the revised 
form, WPB will continue to process applications filed on the old form until April 1, After 
this date, only the revised Form PD-1A will be accepted for processing, 


Foreiaon Fishery Trade 





CANADA ASSISTS QUALIFIED VETERANS TO ENGAGE IN THE COMMERCIAL FISHING INDUSTRY 


The Government of Canada recently passed the "Veterans! Land Act, 1942". While primarily 
designed to cover farming operations, the Act includes provisions for facilitating the return 
of qualified veterans to commercial fishing or their entry into the industry, The Act recog- 
nizes the desirability of promoting rehabilitation in the agricultural and commercial fish- 
ing industries during the war and in the post-war period, provides financial assistance 
to qualified disabled veterans, and makes possible the release of needed manpower from these 
industries for active service in the armed forces, 


The Act authorizes the sale of commercial fishing equipment and building materials 
up to a total cost of $4,800 to any disabled veteran deemed qualified to engage in com- 
mercial fishing, The veteran is required to make an initial investment of 10 percent, the 
remainder to be paid over a period of 25 years or less, with interest at the rate of 33 
percent, He is required to insure the property he acquires under the Act, 


Responsibility for the administration of the Act is vested in the "Director, The Veter- 
ans' Land Act", who is designated a corporation sole, he and his successors having perpetual 
succession, For the purposes of the Act, the Director is given power to acquire commercial 
fishing equipment as he finds necessary, 


Title to property acquired by a veteran under the Act rests with the Director until 
the veteran pays the sale price and other charges in full, Until he gains title, the veteran 
is regarded as a tenant at will, However, the Director may allow transfer of title to the 
veteran after a period of ten years, if during that period the veteran has complied with 
the terms of his agreement, 


SPANISH PRODUCTION OF BONITO-LIVER OIL AVAILABLE IN 1943 


The extraction of oil containing vitamin A from bonito livers in the Vigo district 
of Spain is a new but flourishing development, One firm which leads in the production of 
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this oil processed approximately 50 tons of bonito livers during 1942, yielding approximately 
2,000 liters of oil, Output in 1943, according to estimates, should be roughly equivalent 
to that of 1942, according to the February 6 issue of Foreign Commerce Weekly, 





Stocks of bonito-liver oil were exhausted at the end of 1942, according to this trade 
source, the entire production having been absorbed by the domestic market, About one-half 
the estimated 1943 output could be made available for export, it was stated, 


The price of both bonito livers and oil extracted therefrom is strictly controlled by 
the Government, the price of the livers being 1.75 pesetas per kilogram and that of the oil, 
1,50 pesetas per 1,000,000 international units of vitamin A, When transportation and re- 
frigeration charges are added to the price of the livers, however, the cost probably would 
come to about 4 pesetas per kilogram (10.95 pesetas--$1), 


THE COVER PAGE 


Fishermen are unloading a catch of Spanish mackerel (Scomberomorus maculatus) at Riviera 
Beach, Florida, Heaviest catches of this species on the peninsula's East Coast are made 
from November to March, inclusive, Most recent available figures show between 2 and 3 million 
pounds per season taken from this area, and shipped to consumers in the East--mainly, how- 
ever, to New York City, 





Fast open motor boats are used to prosecute the fishery, If it appears practicable 
and profitable to make more than one set while fishing, the Spanish mackerel are removed 
from the run-around gill net at the fishing grounds, and additional sets, or "strikes", 
are made, Otherwise, the net with the entire catch is pulled into the boat and the fish 
removed from the net at the fish house, Between trips the gill nets are hung on drying 
racks, 


Spanish mackerel are shipped in ice in 200 pound barrels, Market sizes usually run 
from one to four pounds, 


WHOLESALE AND RETAIL PRICES 


Continued gains in primary market prices for agricultural commodities together with 
higher prices for anthracite brought the Bureau of Labor Statistics' comprehensive index 
of nearly 900 wholesale series up 0,2 percent during the week ended January 16, At 101.6 
percent of the 1926 average, the index is approximatelyl percent higher than in mid-December 
and 6 percent higher than one year earlier, 


The Bureau also reported an increase of 0,2 percent in the index of the retail costs 
of food between Decemberl15 and January 12, the smallest monthly rise in a year, Uncontrolled 
foods, making up about 10 percent of the family food bill, decreased 2,3 percent from mid- 
December to mid-January and now stand about 27 percent above the May 1942 level, This is 
the first decline in uncontrolled foods since May and resulted partly because of normal 
seasonal declines and partly from contra-seasonal reactions from previous high peaks, 


Wholesale and Retail Prices 














Item Unit Percentage change fram-- 
Wholesale: (1926 = 100) ° Jan. 16, 1943 Dec. 19, 1942 Jan. 17, 1942 
All commodities Index No, 101.6 +0.9 + 6.3 
Foods do 104.8 +0.6 411.4 
Retail: (1935-39 = 100) Jan, 12, 1943 Dec. 15, 1942 Jan, 13, 1942 
All foods Index No, 133.0 +0,2 414.5 
Fish: 
Fresh and canned do 188.7 42.9 +30,0 
Fresh and frozen ¢ per pound 31.0 +1.3 424.5 
Canned salmon: 
Pink ¢g per pound can 22.3 0 + 9.9 
Red do 40.7 + .7 + 8.5 
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FISHERY TRADE INDICATORS 


(Expressed in Thousands of Pounds) 





pa es 
Item Month Latest month S™ month = previous month 
@ year ago 





FRESH FISH LANDINGS 


Boston, Mass, eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 75495 19,346 11,664 
Gleneeste?, MAES. cccccsicccccvvcces 4,125 7,903 11,252 
Powrthend , TAINS, weccccccccccccseccce 770 948 981 
Boston, Gloucester, and Portland: 
ce peenee danesneasaheetadare de 905 3,888 1,181 
i pctpepecerahsencoeneeees 2,982 75425 4,732 
Dita chvccebded tease bane owes 5,175 7,999 7,2h7 
Siti ninabanedethiieeneen’ 2,100 6,409 5 460 


FISH RECEIPTS, cHIcacol/ 


SOON SEOs vive dc de ctcecesecses 1,841 1,972 2,344 
Proahqwater? TAG... ccccsecvcesocccce 3,058 2,706 3,258 
BOLIZiah, OFC. sccccccccccccccccecs 1,023 1,409 1,177 
BT Wn cciscvcvoncee bsaeien 1,927 2,408 2,636 
ak eye ere 1,288 829 1,489 
By WOON ic HetVes sve ed cece cedeseses 2,706 2,850 2,656 


COLD STORAGE HOLDINGS2/ 


New York, N, Y,: 
Salt-water fish,......cccecccccess January 4,977 6,059 6,427 
PROGHURCSE TEED... cccccsccececcoce do 1,438 1,511 1,835 
GRAREZEMA, O80, eiccctcceccsvecess do 1,220 2,268 1,451 
Boston, Mass,: 
Salt-water fish,.......... do 7,639 9,901 12,262 
28 


Fresh-water fish......c.cscceccees do 31 
Cs GOs ceeecetevessesorce do 418 1,265 
Chicago, I11l.: 
Salt-water i i6cenkiwadeoneronene 2,410 3,015 
Fresh-water fish......ccccecccecee 2,343 3,018 
Gs WES Sec cdveveveseeosses 763 1,582 
RRR I0E bo voc cctecceavocees 302 270 
United States: 
it MEET aesececeevteeseses ses 2,372 2,414 
NEE SEEROOR. ccc cnccccesccvcese 4,602 7,271 
HaLIbUt, ..ccccccccccvcece ° 7,277 8,909 
Mackerel (except Spanish)......... 9,801 5,948 
CS Sa adsnanccodsceteeiocsed 1,009 2,204 
Rosefish fillets,.......ceee. = 1,793 3,218 
Gan dedeeccecevceseesssseveras 8,677 8,846 
WE CNRs cee ccccedcccccvecccecsoose 13,371 7 »847 
SRPIMP ccccccccccceccceeccececcoce 5 449 8,756 
New England, all species.,......... 23 ,266 21 ,859 
Middle Atlantic, all species,,.... 22 ,297 21,471 
South Atlantic, all species,...... 7,053 5 ,857 
North Central East, all species... 17,573 19,069 
North Central West, all species... 5,681 5 664 
South Central, all species........ 4,701 6,163 
Pacific, all species,....ccccccces 18 ,220 17,162 

1/ Includes &ll arrivals 4s reported by express and rail terminals, and truck receipts as 
reported by wholesale dealers including smokers, 

2/ Data for individual cities are as of the last Thursdey of the month, except those for 
Boston whichare for the last Wednesday of the month, Data on total United States holdings 
of various species, and for all species in geographical areas are for January lst of 
the current year, and for January 15 for the previous month and the same month a year 
ago, 


Note:--Data for the latest month are subject to revision, 








